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Oom sure everyone is tired of
dia about money, or the lack of it, but | thought | should give
you a gentle reminder of the deadline for paying your 2009
TMGA dues. | must have received your dues by March 1, in
order for your association to be eligible for any State awards
for 2009 activities. Unl i ke

As noted in the January Newsletter, the process for paying
dues and reporting your 2009 roster of officers and direc-
tors has changed.

Revised forms for each of these activities can be found on the

TMGA website www.texasmastergardeners.com. Click
Members Login, and enter
which will bring up the Members Only page. Click on the ap-
propriate box for 2009 Dues Form and/or 2009 Roster Form.
The dues should be sent to the TMGA Treasurer as in the past,
but the roster information should be sent to the TMGA Secre-
tary. Since the TMGA Treasurer and Secretary are subject to
change each year, please refer again to the TMGA website for
the current officer names and addresses. This information can
be found at the same website location noted above.

Thanks!

Homer Babbitt

TMGA Treasurer
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TMGA News and Events
Newsletter Editor, Donna Hagar

Since | have been after the TMGA Officers and Committee Chairs to write their bios for the
newsletter, | thought | had better do the same and give a little information about myself.

| have loved gardening as long as | can remember. As a child, picking vegetables with my
Grandmother on her Minnesota farm or watching my mother tend her roses, gardening has
always been with me. | grew up in the Houston area, went to college at Stephen F. Austin

in Nacogdoches, lived in Abilene for a few years right out of college and spent 20 years in

the Dallas area. So | have lived and gardened from wet/humid to arid/dry and in between.

| was fortunate to be able to be a stay-at-home mom to my 2 children. However, staying at
home isnét really accurate. I became a very
hood associations, scouts, little league, etc., serving in just about every capacity imaginable.

After emptying the nest 4 years ago, my husband, Richard and | moved away from the big city to rural

Somervell County. We live on 50 acres on some of the highest areas of Somervell County and enjoy the sce-

nic beauty of native grasses, wildflowers, trees, and a creek adorned with unique cliffs and waterfalls.

Shortly after moving to Somervell County, | immediately got involved with the Master Gardeners in Somervell
County and became certified in 2007. | became President of Somervell County Master Gardeners in 2008

and continue to serve in that capacity today. | also am a certified Master Naturalist and volunteer weekly at

Fossil Rim Wildlife Center in the Natural Resources Department.

When Doug Richards approached me to do the newslette
pasted project. I should have known if it were that
But having done many newsl etters for other organizat
way a cut-n-paste project, | continue to look for new ways to improve upon what Doug set as very high stan-
dards. And | am so thoroughly enjoying every part of it.

I would like to encourage all of you to please give me your honest feedback on what you would like to see

and how we can improve the newsletter. | have tried to organize the articles into relevant sections to make
reading simpler and more fluid. The beginning of the newsletter will generally be information directly from the
TMGA organization, followed by information and events that pertain to Master Gardeners all over the state,

and finally events and news at the local level.

Beyond improvements to the newsletter, my goal is for the newsletter to reach each and every individual Mas-

ter Gardener in the state. The current distribution system, first to the Directors and Officers of each individual
association seems to be working, but | am looking for ways to make the distribution more seamless. Your

ideas are always appreciated. The newsletter is always posted on the TMGA website,
www.texasmastergardeners.org

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your Newsletter Editor.
Donna Hagar

A Note on EarthKind® Branding

Proper use of the federally registered trademark, Earth-Kind
« ltis to be used as an adjective, not a noun.
+ Either use is proper: EARTH-KIND® Landscaping OR Earth-Kind® Landscaping OR
Earth-Kind® Roses
Proper citation of trademark:
« N The [Eaeth-Kind, is afederally registered trademark of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Texas
A&M System. 0
Proper use within text of articles and publications:
¢ Earth-Kindl andscaping (note: the #Ar with a circle aroun
information in the citation above.)
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Specialist Training and State Conference Information

2009 Junior Master Gardener Specialist Training Bexar

]unlorMaster % County Master Gardeners
G a rde ner February 26, 27, 2009. Hosted by Texas AgriLife Extension Service and

growing 9ood kids.. the Bexar County Master Gardeners, in cooperation with the National
Junior Master Gardener Program. Space is Limited to the first 35 to 40
applicants. Come join us in beautiful San Antonio, Texas on Wednesday, February 25 through noon Friday,
February 27, to learn new ideas and techniques that will help you implement or grow effective youth garden-
ing programs in your school class, IMG® club, after-school program, 4-H youth gardening project, home
school or any group of interested young gardeners. For information contact: Hector Hernandez hjhernan-
dez@ag.tamu.edu

September 28 7 October 2, 2009 Master Volunteer Entomology Specialist
Training i Texas AgriLife Extension Service Montgomery County Office, Conroe, TX
Hosted by Dr. Paul R.Nester, Extension Program Specialist, Houston/Metro area, and
\ the Montgomery County Master Gardeners.
ﬁ Registration fee of $300.00 includes collecting kit with lots of goodies; lectures; Exten-
sion bulletins; 3 lunches, 1 dinner, snacks & drinks.
Transportation and lodging is on your own.
Course is limited to 25 applicants; deadline is July 18, 2008
Contact Paul Nester at PNester@ag.tamu.edu or 281-855-5639 with any questions.
http://grovesite.com/GSLibrary/Downloads/download.ashx?file=sites/1569/14485/276310/2009%20MV %2020
09%20Ento%20Spec%20Training%20announcement%20 %20agenda.pdf

2009 Texas
Master Gardener

State Conference

April 23-24 & 25, 2009

Marshall, Texas.
Make plans to join us for the 2009 Texas Master Gardener State Conference, that will be held in beautiful East Texas.
The conference will feature world class azaleas, dogwood and crape myrtles, as well as unique bed & breakfast estab
lishments, just to name a few. This year, something new, the EarffkRase Workshop, an atlay session will be
presented the day before the '09 conference and will feature some of the most renowned experts in thd Eesteind
field!! Information on registration for this workshop will be added to the regular registration form, come a day earlier
and don't missut on this added feature!

Harrison County Master Gardener Association c/o Extension Office 102 West Houston, Marshall, TX. 75670 (903) 935
8413 See this link for more informatiadmitp://tcaaa.tamu.edu/09statemeeting.htm

allas County Master Gardenersd 2010 TMGA Conference Committee Chairmen and Co-Chairs are
invited to a very important meeting on Monday, March 9, 2009, 1:008 3:00 pm at the Texas AgriLIFE
Extension Services Center Learning Center Classroom. Please RSVP to nita.rausch@hotmail.com



mailto:hjhernandez@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:hjhernandez@ag.tamu.edu
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State Conference Information

April 23, 24, 251!l Dates to re- abound in this beautiful setting, with a wine tasting to boot!
member for 2009. Friday conferences are especially designed to help us learn,

The settingéde e pexiameshe unkmwnaasd rermemberavhy we enjoy what
host of surprises, beauty, and eventae do! Irrigation techniques, landscaping, orchids, azaleas,
that you will always remember. Ma- nsect sé. pick a session or t
shall Texas excited to welcome Texasaught er i s t he heart of the

masterdardeners Conterence g ster Gardeners! experience Jerry Frenehnight worth your time and in-

Caddo Lake, a natural wonder, is a vestment.

trip you dondt want t o miledgingiswBa youwa® yigluxeessits gr anhnexpehsva ¢
the tales of Gover nment Ddorincobm at ddl bdautFubendarbpsenpalt Scottgvilleo u n d
our O6gators that | urk calWhioluet ytoou aarle fhoerr ea,d vdeonntutr ef,a
and 6l ore. The red cl ay coefmekaesrty ,T ehxoanse aol fl utdhees fit Vde et phi
Famous Potteries. Catch a tour, bring a little money, anthat draws hundreds to our East Texas community yearly.
feast your eyes on beautiful pots, plants, and garden deHarrison County Master Gardeners are honored to host this
lights. Yep, we even have a first rate Winery, filed wthy ear 6 s conf erence and to sho

goods and spirits that will temp the best! potteries, and special places of interest. Remember, we are
Start your Conference witthhiorntey onii nmuatneys ffhraonnd si TothEd BaA
shops. Learn how to 06i nvieffereod aslo@a hegghborgoottgrizsigalordy andwee aie wailt-

dens, explore the wonders of the worm, make your owning to share this with you.
planter..(oh, yes you can), and develop skills and confi- Oh, come early! On Wednesday, the-poaference Rose

dence to prune and shape that special tree. Seminar will be held at Scottsvilee must for all rose lov-
Thursday night, historical downtown Marshall is hosting ars.
ABl ock Partyd in your honor! Food, sweet s, and trea

Wow, are we excited! Plans are underway for the Somervell County
and Lake Granbury Master Gardeners to BID on hosting the 2011
Texas Master Gardener Conference, which will be held at the Expo
Center in Glen Rose. With the expectation of having between 80071
1,000 Master Gardeners attending, we are already making plans and
have appointed committees who are hard at work with all the vast de-
tails that a project like this entails. Ever seen a real dinosaur track?
How about taking a mini tour of Africa just two miles from Glen Rose?
These are just two of the numerous tours we are looking into for all The original settlets of Somervell County,

q ithi hort drive f | . James Barnard and Juana Cavasos Barnard,
attendees. Within a short drive from Glen Rose are many attractions await your arrival at the 2011 TMGA Confer-

that will appeal to a gardener i you! ence in Glen Rose. Nationally known painter

We ask that you vote and support our two groups as we place our bid ;?dbscuiptoé Eobe“ ?‘g‘llmelf’ who fe“ieshli“

at the 2009 conference to be held in Marshall. You can visit our 2011 5 Poyhood home of ien Rose, created this
) life-size bronze sculpture.

Conference website at: http://www.2011conference.org

International Master Gardener Conference
March 22-26, 2009 Las Vegas, NV
"New Frontiers" in horticulture and gardening 8 The Las Vegas International
Master Gardener Conference will address issues that gardeners everywhere face
-- water conservation, proper plant selection, soil enrichment, pest control -- while
also presenting new concepts in environmental stewardship and "green" tech- MS VEG S NEVADA
nologies. Since what is old has become new again, we will also explore historical March 22-26, 2009
and traditional plants and methods Read more http://www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/ Near Frontiers

Vcriationdl,
aster Gardene!
CONFERENCE
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Special Events & Opportunities

Saturday, March 21, 2009

The 14th Annual Herbal Forum at
Round Top,

AA Celebration o
Herbs and Bay Laurel, Herb of the
Year-2009, 0 will b
March 21 at The International Festi-
val-Institute at Round Top, affec-

: tionately known as Festival Hill. For
reglstered part|C|pants there will be optional work-
shops on Friday, March 20, 2009. Advanced registra-
tion is required to attend the programs and lunches,
as well as the Friday workshops. The registration
deadline is March 16. Registration information is

Texas Rainwater Catchment Association
(TRCA)
2009 State Conference
And Rainwater Catchment Survey

By Rick Daniel, Ellis County Master Gardener
TRCA Board of Directors/Webmaster

The Texas Rainwater Catchment Association (TRCA)
was formed a little over a year ago to assist in the
education, promotion, and installation of rainwater
catchment systems. This association will have their
first statewide conference on March 20-21 in Kerrville
at the Kerr County Hill Country Youth Exhibit Center.
Fridaydos meeting wild.l be
will address green building construction and rainwater
application, legislative activity, rainwater from a
TWDB and TCEQ perspective, collection in commer-
cial buildings and addressing the importance of rain-
water capture in meeting
for water. The program will end at 3:00 p.m. and be
followed by a tour of several outstanding rainwater
catchment projects in the Boerne area including the
new Boerne Champion High School which can cap-
ture over 4 million gallons of rainwater per year.
There will be a number of commercial exhibits and
suppliers of rainwater collection supplies on hand dur-
ing and after the program to help with specific installa-
tion and component needs. There will also be places
in Kerrville noted to tour showcasing rainwater cap-
ture.

Saturdayés program wil |l
and actual construction of a number of collection sys-
tems from a rain barrel to rain garden, bog garden,
collection system for wildlife or livestock, a bird bath,

available at www.festivalhill.org, then click on Herbal
Forum. The website has a downloadable registration
form. Or, call Festival Hill at 249-3129 and ask for a

f Henbd Fpfum lerechuee todeymailed to you. Through-
out the day, both Friday and Saturday, and OPEN TO

el thEe | FQU Bslalt Gy, r dwai yl, | be the Pl ar
Spento Gift Shop, both being
Society of America, Pioneer

Unit, as well as the Herbal

Forum Book Store, provided

by Luciabs Garc t on

Hours for these activities are 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and 7:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday.

drip irrigation system and an in-home system. These
demonstrations will begin at 9:00 a.m. with the doors
opening at 8:30 a.m. First will be the construction of
Rain Garden at 9:00; construction of a rain barrel and
bird bath/wildlife/pet waterer at 9:40; construction of a
rainwater catchment for drip irrigation at 10:20; con-
struction of wildlife guzzler at 10:50; construct of a
bog garden at 11:30 and finally a demonstration of
collection rainwater for in-home use at 12:20. These
systems will be on display along with the commercial
exhibits until the close at 3:30 p.m. The cost for the
first day is $50 and the second day registration fee is
$5 per person. (Free for children underl16). The
Boerne tour fee is $10 and travel is on your own or

gcharpool aRegis®ation Mformation can Befalndtthe a k e r
TRCA website: http://www.texrca.org/
Prior to the state conference on March 18-19 is a 2
day fAProfessional ds Accredit
same location for those with interest in planning, de-
sigieing angl installing colleet@rssyste®s. Thie woakn d
shop is sponsored by the American Rainwater Catch-
ment Association (ARCSA) and hosted by TRCA. You
can visit the ARCSA website for registration informa-
tion. http://www.arcsa.org This training will be taught
by Billy Kniffen and Justin Mechell with Texas AgriLife
Extension Service. For
more information on
any of these programs
or register, visit the
TRCA website or con-
tact Billy Kniffen at b-

| knifteh @t&h@.ede or M
call 325-396-4787 or
325-456-5772.
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Special Events & Opportunities Continued

TEXAS MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION
2009 DIRECTORS MEETINGS SCHEDULE
Friday, April 24th, Marshall, 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM
Saturday, August 1st, College Station*, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Saturday, December 5th, College Station*, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
*Horticulture/Forest Sci Bldg#1506 Parking lot #74 off Olsen St.

Master Gardener Patches
Harris County Master Gardeners
offer the round Master Gardener
patches for a substantial dis-
count . Anne
patches in bulk and is able to
pass on the saving to Texas Mas-
ter Gardeners. You will find infor-
mation regarding the patches on the TMGA website

TEXAS AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE
Texas AAM Systom

SFA to Host

Spring Plant Sale

The SFA Mast Arboretum will
host its annual Garden Gala
Day on April 18, 2009 from 9
am until 2 pm at the SFA Intramural Fields on Wilson
Drive. This event features the annual spring plant
sale fundraiser benefiting the SFA Mast Arboretum,

Stephen F. Austin

Henderson County Master Gardener
Spring Conference
Thursday, April 16, 2009
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center Athens, TX
Plant Sale and Silent Auction start @ 6:00pm

Speaker: Elvin McDonald, Friends Director, Des
Moines Botanical and Environmental Center
Formerly Editor at Large for Better Homes and Gar-

Howard Garrett to Speak in Central Texas
Organic gardening guru
Garrett, author of 14 books and columnist for The Dal-
las Morning News, has accepted a 6 p.m. speaking
engagement in Hamilton, Texas, for May 14, 2009.
Venue is the Hamilton Middle School cafetorium on
College Street, just southwest of the courthouse
square.

www.texasmastergardeners.org Click on Merchan-
dise link. If you need patches this year please let
Anne know as soon as possible. When enough inter-
est is expressed she will place a bulk order. The

O 6 N epatthesonill beghe SIEW Master Gardener logo with

Texas AgriLife Extension Service. Price of patches
varies depending on the number ordered. Contact
Anne W O'Neil, Harris County Master Gardener
awoneil@juno.com for more information.

Pineywoods Native Plant Center, Ruby M. Mize
Azalea Garden, and their educational programs. All of
the plants are produced at SFA by the staff, students
and volunteers.

The public is encouraged to arrive early and bring a
wagon.

For more information and a list of plants for sale call
936-468-4404, or visit http://arboretum.sfasu.edu and
click on Aupcoming

dens, 2008: Named Honorary Master Gardener by
lowa State University Extension Polk County Master
Gardeners

Elvin has authored 60 plus books and will speak on
"Why | Love To Garden"

Tickets: $20.00

Thank you so much. Any questions, please call
Robyn G Stack 903-477-0982.

Henderson County Master Gardener VP

The newly formed Hamilton County Master Gardener

a nAdsodiafion is hostiBgathe event, whick willvnaakedwo

CEUs available to both Private Applicator Licensees
and Certified Master Gardeners. Watch this spot for
more information to follow, or contact Michael Lang-

ford, HCMGA treasurer and event chairperson, at bar-

nun@htcomp.net.

events.

]
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County Upcoming Events
March 7, 2009 Gregg County scape ArchitectureiT Loui si ana St ate

Master Gardeners Associa-
tiond 2009 GARDEN and LAND-
SCAPE SEMINAR

Saturday, March 7, 2009 8:00 AM
T 12 Noon

First United Methodist Church
Faith Center

400 N. Fredonia, Longview, TX Whaley St. Entrance
Dr. Neil Odenwald, PhD, Professor Emeritus Land-

March 7 Kaufman County Master Gardeners
Rainwater Harvesting Class

Texas Agrilife Extension, Kaufman County Master

Gardeners will hold a Rainwater Harvesting Class on

Saturday, March 7 from 9 am to 11 am

at the extension office 2471 N. State HWY 34

in Kaufman.

Fee for the class is $20 and class is limited to the first

20 paid registrants. Registrations accepted by mail or

in person at the Extension office address above. Par-

March 9, 2009 Somervell
County Master Gardeners
Association

Rainwater Harvesting with
Greg Marsh

Community Horticultural Edu-
cation Series March 9, 2009
6:30 p.m.

Somervell County Citizens
Center

own Certified

SCMGAO® S
Marsh, will show a power point presentation and fol-

Rai

March 10, 2009 Guadalupe County Chapter of the
Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT)

Are you looking forward to spring and all the gorgeous
flowers that will appear? Come to the next meeting of
the Guadalupe County (Schertz/Seguin) Chapter of
the Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT) and listen
to Mark Peterson, former Urban Forester Arborist and
now Conservation Specialist for SAWS, talk about
flowering trees of South Texas.

Learned from Fellow Gardeners: Images from Gar-
dens Large and Small
Bold and Beautiful T Some Very Special Plants and
Their Landscape Attri
AHydr angeas, Belles of
Vendors - Refreshments - Door Prizes - Raffle Ad-
vance Tickets $10.00 At the Door $12.00 For more
information call the Gregg County Extension Office 1
903-236-8428 by Kathy Spencer

ticipants will learn the basics of
rain water harvesting and how
to construct a rain barrel.

They will take their completed
55 gallon rain barrel home with
them. For additional information
please call 972 932 9069.
submitted by Lynn Ackerman

low up with a demonstration on how to make a simple
20-gallon plastic garbage can into a functional rain-
water catchment barrel. We all want to be a part of
the solution, not the problem, in water usage and rain-
water harvesting is an easy thing to add to your own
personal water conservation plan. Rainwater is free
of salts and other harmful minerals! That makes it
ideal for watering plants.

For more information: contact the SC Extension Office
at 897-2809 or visit our website at

www.aomervellm8spemardeets.org t Greg

We will meet on the second Tuesday, q
March 10, 2009 at the Guadalupe ;
County Annex, 1101 Elbel Road,
Schertz. There will be a plant exchange ~*
and Agetting to kn 7
followed by the program at 7pm.

For more information or an application

to join NPSOT contact: guadalupecounty@npsot.org

Acr oss

but eso
t he

C

~
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County Upcoming Events Continued

March 10, 2009 Harris County Master Gardener When: Tuesday, March 10, 2009, 6:30-9 pm

Association Green Thumb Gardening Series Where: Bass Pro Shops,

Dr. Carol Brouwer, County Extension Agent for Horti- Highway 288

culture and Karen Breneman, Harris County Master ~ at the Sam Houston Tollway,

Gardener will provide expert insight into "Great Plants Pearland, TX 77047

for the Houston Area." For more information visit our website at:
http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu

March 10, 2009 ARANSAS/SAN PATRICIO MAS- habitats that are alive with vibrant color and bird life.
TER GARDENERSA |l n Our Coastial Taaprogremvéllde presented 6:0071 9:00 P.M.
Creating Habitat with Native and Adapted Plants - at the Old Rockport Elementary School,

Seminar T Rockport, TX 619 N. Live Oak, Rockport, TX.
On Tuesday, March 10, 2009, Master Gardener Ernie Enjoy this free Seminar hosted by the Aransas/San
Edmundson will present t hPRatrich MastenGandenerdiahdgenéraus co@rouaity t a |

Ga r d e rCeating Habitat with Native and Adapted sponsors. For more information call Texas AgriLife
Plants. Native plants add beauty and create habitat.  Extension Service i Aransas County Office at 361
Inspiring photographic presentation and all the infor- ~ 790-0103.

mation you need to create and preserve Coastal Bend

March 14, 2009 Travis County Master Gardeners  nique, and disease diagnosis

Association and treatment. This class is
How to Grow a Great Lawn free and does not require res-
10am-Noon Zilker Botanical Garden ervations.

With Spring just around tThieserimarispeesentediby 6
learn about growing a healthy lawn. Master Gardener the Travis County Master Gar-
Susan Decker teams up with Denise Delaney from deners Association, a volunteer arm of the Texas

the City of Austinds Gr owA&Mand firavis CourgyrAgritnfe Extensgpmn Sewvicey o u
the latest information on the care and feeding of your For more details, see

lawn. Topics will include choosing the right turf for http://www.tcmastergardeners.org

your site, irrigation, fertilization, proper mowing tech- ~ Submitted by Bonnie Martin

March 14, 2009 ARANSAS/SAN PATRICIO MAS- great prices. There will be old favorites and also those

TER GARDENERS Spring Plant Sale hard to find plants. Ask your gardening questions. Be
Green Acres 611 East Mimosa Street at Pearl St sure to take the time to wander through the public
Rockport, Texas 78382 361-790-0103 Demonstration Gardens at Green Acres which are

Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 14, 2009 for continuously being updated and maintained by the
the Master Gardener's GIGANTIC SPRING PLANT Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener Association.
SALE from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Purchase great plants at  Rain date - March 21, 2009.

March 16, 2009 Harris County Master Gardeners at gallon or smaller plastic plant pots and trays you
Precinct 2. Open Garden Day would like to re-cycle, please bring them to Open Gar-
You are invited to tour the working and demonstration den Day and the Master Gardeners will put them to
gardens maintained by the Harris County Master Gar- good use.

deners at Precinct 2. Please come and visit our won- When: Monday, March 16, 9-10:30 a.m.

derful garden that includes an extensive vegetable Where: Genoa Friendship Garden, 1202 Genoa Red
garden, fruit orchard, perennials, roses, herb and cac- Bluff, Houston, TX 77034

tus gardens and 2 working greenhouses. Master Gar- For more information visit our web site

deners will be on hand to answer your gardening at: http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu

questions during this free event. If you have any 1



http://www.tcmastergardeners.org
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County Upcoming Events Continued

March 17, 2009 Aransas/San
Patricio Master Gardeners
fiGrowing and Using Culi-
nary Herbs in
- Brown Bag 1 Rockport, TX
On Tuesday, March 17, 2009,
Master Gardener Linda T.

ns wi | | present the
and Using Culinary Herbs
herbs grow well in South Texas along with tips and

gl

Col | i

March 18, 2009 Harris County Master Gardener
Association Master Gardener Lecture Series

The Harris County Master Gardeners lecture "Color
Your Garden--Master Gardener Favorites" will be pre-
sented by Ginia Keen-Matern who is both a Harris
County and Chambers County Master Gardener.
Ginia is also an accredited landscape design consult-
ant for National Gardening Clubs of America. Ginia

March 18, 2009 Travis
County Master Gardeners
Growing a Spring Vegeta-
ble Garden 7pm-9pm
Zilker Botanical Garden
Enjoy juicy tomatoes, crisp
cucumbers, and delectable
green beans straight from
your garden. Baskets of okra and arm loads of
squash can be grown in your garden! Learn how to
plant and maintain a spring vegetable garden from
Master Gardener Patty Leander, who will share her
expertise on vegetable varieties that perform well in

March 21, 2009 Harris County Master Gardener
Propagation Workshop--"Growing Plants from
Seeds and Cuttings"

Propagation is a great way to save money in your gar-
dening budget by growing your own plants. In this
hands-on workshop you will learn about and practice
a variety of methods to propagate popular plants. All
participants will take home the plants they propagate.

March 21, 2009 Travis County Master Gardeners

A PASSION FOR PLANTS: AN EAST AUSTIN
GARDEN FAIR Saturday, March 21, 2009 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Govalle Park, 5200 Bolm Road, East of Airport
Blvd.

This free public gardening event will feature hands-on
demonstrations of how to landscape with edible plants
for you and the wildlife in your neighborhood. Come

hints about when best to grow them and their culinary
uses.

The program will be presented Noon i 1:00 P.M.
Stahe Ardinsas €oxirayd. ibrary, 701 E. Mimosa,
Rockport, Texas.

Bring your food and enjoy this free Brown Bag hosted
by the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners and

gBnerous pommLaity sponsasy Frorammare infar®@atienw i n g

callnTexssaAgritife EXtessioraSeiyice 1 YWhansas
County Office at 361 790-0103.

has taken pictures of master gardener gardens and
will explain how the use of sound design principles
create beautiful gardens.

When: March 18, 2009, 10 a.m.

Where: The Meeting Room at Clear Lake Park (on the
lakeside), 5001 NASA Road 1, Seabrook, TX 77586.
For more information visit our website at: http://
hcmgap2.tamu.edu

Central Texas, recommended planting times, and
composting. This seminar is loaded with basic facts
and helpful ideas, useful to both new and experienced
vegetable gardeners. This seminar is free, open to the
public and does not require reservations. Please ar-
rive early as this is one of our most popular seminars.
This seminar is presented by the Travis County Mas-
ter Gardeners Association, a volunteer arm of the
Texas A&M and Travis County AgriLife Extension
Service. For more details, see
http://www.tcmastergardeners.org or call The Travis
County Master Gardeners help desk at (512) 854-
9600

Early registration fee $15 before March 14. Registra-
tion at the door $20. Attendance is limited.

When: Saturday, March 21, 2009, 9 am-1pm

Where: Environmental Institute of Houston, University
of Houston Clear Lake, 2700 Bay Area Blvd., MC540,
North Annex Office, Houston, TX 77058. For more
information visit our website at: http://
hcmgap2.tamu.edu submitted by Gloria Gibson

for the free advice from our on-site experts to answer
all of your gardening questions, and fun educational
activities for kids, with bugs, bugs, and more bugs!
Visit our booths and get a free plant! Get ready for
Spring with all the free information you need to start
your own edible garden.

Contact: Susan Decker, susan.decker@earthlink.net
Rosalie Russell 804-2257 gisathccs@aol.com



mailto:susan.decker@earthlink.net
mailto:gisathccs@aol.com
http://www.tcmastergardeners.org
http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu
http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu
http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu
http://hcmgap2.tamu.edu
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Monday, March 23, 2009
Lake Granbury Master Gar-
deners

Gardening the Green Way

ot " Organic Gardening/
SRR Composting
Speakers - Wanda Riley, Karen Bitnar & Marty
Vahlenkamp

Date: Monday, March 23, 20096 2:00 PM-4:00 PM
Hood County Annex |, 1410 W Pearl St.

March 28thd Fannin County Master Gardeners
Mark Your Calendar!

The fifth annual Fannin
2009 Garden, Lawn & Home Expo in Bonham, is set
for Saturday, March 28th from 8:30 a.m. until 4 p.m.
at the Multi Purpose Complex on Hwy 56 W at 700
FM 87.

Speakers and topics include: Jessie Gunn Stephens,
Author, Freelance Journalist, and Grayson County
Master Gardener-i What Can | Grow
Carole Mainwaring, American Rose Society Consult-
ing Rosarian-i Yes! You CAN Grow
Greg Chruch, Ph.D., Collin County Extension Agent-

County Upcoming Events Continued

Cost: $106 RSVP by: March 19, 2009

Contact the Extension Office at (817) 579-3280 to re-
serve your place in Lake
Community Education Class on Organic Gardening.
Learn how to Improve Your Soil with Compost and
Vermiculture (worm composting) with instructions
from Wanda Riley and Karen Bithar, Lake Granbury
Master Gardeners, and how to Garden the Green
Way with Marty
AgriLife Extension Service Agent.

showcasing their products and services. Exhibit and
vendor booths with plants, lawn & garden items,

Chormemeeys andalecor,eequiprGeatrant enore willshé

promoting and offering their products to the public.
Extension publications and displays will be available
and Master Gardeners will be on hand to answer
guestions. Junior Master Gardener specialists will
have a Kiddéds Area with
ers. Fannin County 4-H will have concessions for
linoh amdhredrest8nterasd vetl? pyoceeds going toward
4-H scholarships. There will be a silent auction and
d@®epaizes willbaigiven Ehoosghait!the day.
Admission is $4:00. Advance tickets may be pur-

Horticulture-i Ear t hKi ndE Veget abdthased@tie Fanmin Qounty Extension Office,

Dotty Woodson, Ph.D., Extension Program Specialist-
Water Resources, Dallas Research & Extension Cen-
ter-ARai nwater Harvestingo
sert Creek Honey, Collin Co Hobby Beekeepers Assn

210 S. Main, Bonham, or from any Fannin County
Master Gardener. The proceeds help to fund the
séhblardhips aWandedoekich ye&r Wit Fanriine -
County Master Gardeners.

President, Texas Beekeepers Assn Director - i T e x &sentact the Fannin County Extension Office at 903-

Beekeepingbo

Not only is this an educational event with five knowl-
edgeable speakers, with interesting topics, but, also,
local businesses and organizations will have exhibits

Kaufman County Master
Gardeners

April 4, 2009 The Second
Annual Horticultural Pho-
tography Contest

The photography contest will
be held in conjunction with the Texas AgriLife Exten-
sion Service Kaufman County Master Gardeners'
Spring Seminar on April 4, 2009. One entry per per-
son. Picture should be 81/2 x 11 and may be of any
horticultural / gardening subject. Picture may be color
or black and white. Ribbons will be given for 1st, 2nd

583-7453 or http://grovesite.com/mg/fcmg for more
information about the EXPO, or if you are interested
in having an exhibit booth.

and 3rd place. The 2009 Seminar will be held in the
gymnasium at the First Assembly of God Church
3401 S Houston St [Corner of State HWY 34 and FM
1388] in Kaufman, Texas. Please bring your photog-
raphy entry to registration at 8 am. The Spring Semi-
nar will be from 9am to 1pm, and is open to the public
at no charge. More Seminar information coming in the
near future. For more information about the photogra-
phy contest, or to have a Kaufman County Master
Gardener speak to your group please call 972 932
90609. Thank you! Lynn Ackerman Kaufman
County Master Gardener 972 486 3797 214 502 6567

Gr o

Vahl enkamp, 3

activ


http://grovesite.com/mg/fcmg
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News from Around the State

Little River Basin Master Gar-
deners welcome the public to
drop in and visit their award-
winning demonstration gar-
AThis mini wor ksh denloa EEast 21st Street in
sale committee's kick-off to our sale == Cameron near Cameron

by showing participants how to start Barr, Bonnie George, Shawn  3,nior High School.

mini terrariums uXp "’ﬁddoméngoéna s , Dexas Madstdr Gardeners
Mrs. Harris, who co-chairs with Jo  from Milam County will conduct tours of various dem-
Ann Young, the volunteer organiza- onstration plots. Refreshments will be served.
tionds plant s al eTheTexasiMastdr @adener TIRN,
ioQur 5t h Annual Pprogrant is aganl €exas s

Mil am Countybds MasnduetedaGar
mini propagation work shop recently in preparation of Y |
the Fifth Annual Plant Sale in April, said Texas Master ‘.

y_',‘; Gardener Debbi Harris.

Debbie Davis and

Armne Bate scheduled for Sat. April 18 from 9 AgriLife Extensie Vi
a.m. to 2 pm at the Triangle Demon- ble educational accomplish- [
stration Garden i n Camer oment®d Tekds Idaster Garden- i
APl ease mar k your c¢al endaersanderdotexteasivg spe-n g awe
some sale this year, o cialized training and must con- Bonni
. L ) __ ; onnie George, Jo Ann

Plant sale inventory will include oak trees, roses, sun tribute their time to provide Young, Ann Collins, Deb-
and shade plants, herbs, cactus and items to use horticultural-related informa-  pie Lynd, Renee Sadler and
around the yard. tion to their communities. Debbie Davis

Lake Granbury Master Gardners Each month the Lake Gran-
Wanda Riley and Carolyn Myers  bury Master Gardeners pre- :
inspect a newly planted Apricot sent a program for the Court- 388
tree in Lake Granbury Master yard Assisted living Center.
Gardner's recently completed or-  This month the residents en-
chard. Submitted by Nancy Han- joyed a hands on workshop
cock. AiMake your on Hatodo The progr
L/R Barbara Cuzner, Kathy Murray and Linda Belleau.

dents receive instruction on
the water cycle and water
conservation. Making their
personal ecosystem in a con-

Bexar County Master Gardeners

February signaled the start up of the popular Terrar-
ium Ecosystem Program for 2009, a program in its
twelfth year as a Bexar County Master Gardener Pro-
gram. Each Tuesday and Wednesday morning tainer (terrarium) to take
through mid-May, up to 60 third grade students par- ! home is the highlight of the
ticipating in the Classroom Garden Program con- morning.

ducted by BCMGs gather at the San Antonio Botani-  Volunteer activities include greeting students as they
cal Garden for a new experience in learning. Stu- arrive by bus, describing the gardens and the morn-

= g dents tour the conservatories i ngdés acti viti
at the garden and learn about dents and providing informa-
different ecosystems and the tion during conservatory tours,
requirements of plants in dif- as well as providing class-
ferent environments. Inthe room instruction and assis-
special garden classroom stu- tance in making a terrarium.
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News from Around the State Continued

The Texas Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association held its Annual
seminar in Killeen, TX, Civic and Conference Center, Feb 6-8. This years con-
o ference focused on "Texas Conference on Organic Production Systems, 'From
the Ground Up".

Over 450 attended this years conference.

Topics ranged from soil building, green house construction, rainwater harvest-
ing, pecan growing, organic gardening, organic products, raising livestock and
poultry. Banquet keynote speaker was Joel Satalin, of Polyface Farms in Vir-
ginia's Shenandoa Valley. The farm services over 1,500 families, 10 retail outlets, and 30 resturants through
on-farm sales and metropolitan buying clubs. Other speakers included Jay Mertz, Dotty Woodson, Malcolm
Beck, Bruce Deuley, many others. Visitors to the conference included John Dromgule, and Howard Garrett.
Next years Conference will be held in San Marcos, Tx, during February.

More information can be obtained from the Web site: TOFGA.

Somervell County and Lake Granbury Master Gar-
denersd Saturday February 14, Valentine Day, We
enjoyed a brisk 5K Sweetheart Run/Walk at the beau-
tiful Ten Triple X Ranch in Glen Rose.

It was an opportunity for us to observer beautiful na-
tive grasses, evaluate the ranch for possible inclusion
in the 2011 State Conference, enjoy great company
and benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Eve-
ryone survived without i Ny a great way to
nature up close and talk gardening.

Donna Hagar, Doug Rich-
ards, Daphne Lain, Sandi
Stringer, Becky Altobelli and
Yvonna Brown. Not pic-
tured, Shirley Smith and Jim
Cheatham

Hamilton County voted to join the TMGA on February 18, 2009. This Association began in 2008. A
very special welcome to Hamilton Master Gardeners!

Mil am Countyédés Littl e Ri viheTexaMastar Gatlenert e

ersd ROCKDALES A Wildflowers: Legends & Folk-  program, one of Texas

| ore workshop present ed bAgrFilLoirfeen cEex tM. n s and

director of conservati on bkedicatalpcogranis,o n

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, drew 32 partici- yields horticultural information

pants Feb. 11 at the Rockdale General Store. through highly trained, tal-
Ms. Oxl| ey ds p entedanddedicatéedosalunteers known as Master

earned the 13 Master Garden- Gardeners. Their special training in horticulture sets

ers and 14 Master Naturalists Texas Master Gardeners apart from other gardening

three hours each of advanced organizations. In exchange for training, Master Gar-

training credits required for deners donate their time as volunteers, working

certification in their respective through their cooperative extension office to provide

volunteer organizations. Five  horticultural-related information to their communities.

visitors also participated in the  Texas Master Naturalists, administered jointly

educational and entertaining program. through Texas AgriLife Extension Service and Texas
Additional programs on topics of horticulture open Parks and Wildlife, organizes well-informed volun-

to the public will be presented during the year by Little teers for education, outreach, and service targeting

River Basin Master Gardeners and El Camino Real beneficial management of the

Master Naturalists, said Texas Master Gardener sources and natural areas.

Debbi Harris. Photos by Little River Basin Master Gardeners




