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From Our President

I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year. With each coming
New Year new opportunities are given to us to enjoy. For me this New
Year presents the opportunity to serve the Texas Master Gardener As-
sociation as President. While apprehensive, | look forward to this new
role.

The blueprint of our State Association is to respect the local autonomy
of each county Master Gardener Association while providing support
with a centralized method for information exchange among member
Associations. The State Association also organizes the Annual Texas
Master Gardener Training Seminar. To accomplish our objectives the
State Association relies on local associations to share the talents of
their local members. Without that talent this level of the Texas Master
Gardening Program would not be effective.

As President one of my duties is to assign Committee Chairs as well as
work with the Executive Committee and the Committee Chairs to pick
committee members. | need your input here. If you know of someone
within your local association who possesses leadership talent and a
willingness to serve on a state committee please either give me a call or
email me with that information. | hope to be able to find people who
have never served at the State level and blend them with people who
are already serving at this level. This will give us the continuity needed
to carry forward our program.

My home telephone number is 254-470-2014 and my email address is
degseq@aol.com.

Thank you for your trust in extending me the opportunity to serve you.

Doug
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TMGA News and Events

Introducing—
Our New President, Doug Quicksall

Hi, my name is Doug Quicksall. | think the reality of being the 2009 Texas Master Gar-
dener President has just hit me. The need for me to write an introduction for our
newsletter is now due and | can no longer put it off and wait till next week. Donna Ha-
gar our Texas Master Gardener Newsletter Editor has sent her second gentle re-
minder to get it done.

So |l etds get this New Year started!

| grew up on a family farm in Coryell County. Our farm was a typical family farm grow-
ing small grains, row crops, cattle, pigs and chickens. With our vegetable garden we

were basically self sufficient. From thes
the farm and country I iving. That Al ove/ hateo relat
My decision to attend coll ege at Baylor and not A&M

joy the easier urban life. At Baylor | chose a double major in math and history with a minor in secondary edu-
cation. After a short teaching experience, Uncle Sam beckoned me to come be a part of the U S Army. My
time in the military provided an opportunity for me to rethink my future. Upon completion of my military obliga-
tion | enrolled at North Texas University and earned an MBA in Accounting.

This decision has proven to be the right one for me. | found a challenging career at Central Freight Lines that

I cherished and that career gave back to me the oppo
My wife Susan and | returned to the foothills of Coryell County to build our home and enjoy a less stressful

pace of life. It was after my retirement that | learned of the Texas Master Gardening Program. My thought at

the time was to attend the classes, complete the volunteer portion of the program and achieve my certifica-

tion; then return to enjoy retirement in the garden.

Somehow my journey with the Texas Master Gardening P
continued to serve in the program enjoying camaraderie of people who share a love for horticulture and a love

for giving to others.

Now to be able to serve in this very distinctive position of President of the Texas Master Gardner Program is
something never imagined. | am deeply humbled and thank you for your trust in giving to me this unique op-
portunity.

Changes Are Coming!
New procedures for sending dues and reporting officers and directors.

As the year comes to a close, most of us typically look forward to the coming year and think of how we can
change things for the better. With that in mind, | would like to introduce some changes we are planning to
make in the process for paying the annual dues and updating the membership roster for next year.

In the past, the annual dues have been sent to the Treasurer along with a list of the current county officers
and directors. This allowed the county associations to fill out the appropriate forms and mail them to one per-
son along with a check for the dues. The Treasurer would then deposit the checks and forward the roster in-
formation to the TMGA Secretary for updating the roster. The process was workable but somewhat cumber-
some.

So, beginning in 2009, we are asking the county associations to mail the annual dues to the TMGA Treasurer

along with the appropriate form listing the number of members, amount paid, etc., as you have done in the
(Continued on Bage
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(Continued from Page

past. However, the form listing the current officers and directors should be sent directly to the TMGA Secre-
tary, using electronic mail.

There are several reasons for this. The main reason is to streamline the process and make the roster infor-
mation available more quickly and accurately. The second reason is to allocate the responsibilities in accor-
dance with the By Laws, and provide consistent contacts for communication between the county associations
and TMGA. Normally, the county Treasurer would be responsible for mailing the dues to the TMGA Treas-
urer. Likewise, a different Officer or Committee member would be responsible for maintaining the member-
ship roster and should send this information to the TMGA Secretary. Revised forms for each of these activi-
ties may be found on the TMGA website www.texasmastergardeners.com. Click Members Login, and en-
ter password fisunseto (|l ower case), which wi
the appropriate box for 2009 Roster Form and/or 2009 Dues Form. In addition, since the
TMGA Treasurer and Secretary are subject to change each year, please refer again to the
TMGA website for the current officer names and addresses. The Officer Roster can be
found at the same website location noted above.

We are excited about these changes and feel confident that they will result in more timely
and accurate information. Thank you for your help as we implement this new process.

Homer Babbitt
TMGA Treasurer

EarthKind™ News for January

FINAL ROSES PLANTED IN FARMERS BRANCH RESEARCH GARDEN

On a foggy December afternoon, the final 148 roses were placed in the National EarthKindTM Research Gar-
den on Valley View Lane in Farmers Branch. The city park garden now contains all 100 cultivars in the new-
est trials, replicated 4 timesd 400 roses which will not be fertilized, sprayed or pruned for 5 years. At the end
of that time the most beautiful will receive the prestigious designation of EarthKindTM.

These roses are those which were not ready for planting in early spring

at the time the original group was placed in the ground. They include

roses developed by Dr. Griffith Buck which have never been available

in the nursery trade. Through the efforts of TMGA Past President Ga-

rey Wylie, an arrangement was made for Mark Chamblee of Cham-

bl eebs Rose Nursery in Tyler to pro
sonal garden in Ames, lowa. It was, therefore, Mark Chamblee who

delivered the roses for planting at Farmers Branch on December 18,

2008. The research project is under the direction of Dr. Steve George,
Professor and Landscape Horticulturist Specialist, Texas A&M Univer-
ke B 3 sity Research & Extension Center in Dallas. Pam Smith, Farmers

Pictured are Diane Asberry of Johnson Branch Park Landscape Manager, is responsible for the beautiful bed

County, Dr. Steve George, a volunteer from  designs and overall care of the plantings. Dr. George and Ms. Smith
Farmers Branch and Mark Chamblee were on site to coordinate the planting with the help of volunteers from

Farmers Branch, Dallas and Johnson County.

Every Master Gardener group in Texas is urged to start their own trial garden with as few as 5 cultivars repli-
cated 3 times. This is a relatively easy undertaking that can assist in finding those roses that do best in all
kinds of climates and soils. To receive a packet of information explaining how to get involved in the research
email leach@ticnet.com.

Joan Leach, Johnson County Master Gardener
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A Special Note from Joe Masabni,

Dear Master Gardeners,

I am the new vegetable extension specialist located
at College Station. | started August 1st after our move
from the University of Kentucky where | worked for six
years at Princeton Research and Education Center.

In addition to my responsibilities to commercial vege-
table growers, | would like to conduct demonstration
trials at various locations in the eastern side of the
state with multiple objectives in mind that are benefi-
cial to all. I am going to focus my programs in coun-
ties east of 1-35 and north of 1-37 (that's a line from
Gainsville in the north to Dallas to San Antonio and
ends in the South in Corpus Christi.

I would like to evaluate various production methods,
pesticides, and varieties; examples of production
methods include plastic mulch versus bare ground,
examples of pesticides include organic versus com-
mercial, and you all know what | mean by evaluating
different varieties.

A specific example | would like to do in 2009 comes
to mind, | would like to compare tomato production on
plastic mulch with stakes and twine compared to pro-
duction with cages. In addition, | will grow various to-
mato cultivars such as cherry tomato, grape tomato,
red and yellow tomatoes.

With the assistance of the County Extension Agent of
that area, and that of Master Gardeners, we can all
make that project a fun activity that is both educa-
tional and beneficial to all.

| benefit by getting the data and results, the county
agent benefits from the program activity, and the Mas-
ter Gardeners benefit from the volunteering hours
they must have, in addition to the free vegetables they
can take home after data collection.

Vegetable Extension Specialist

This is a brief introduction of my Master Gardener
program for 2009.

In terms of educational/classroom activities, | would
like to focus on training the Master Gardener Special-
ists so that they can become the future trainers of
other Master Gardeners. Basically, | will be 'training
the trainers." Due to the size of the state of Texas and
the number of Master Gardener programs in the area
| mentioned above, | can't meet the requests of all
agents to teach MG classes. | will still respond to re-
guests to do MG classes as | have already done for
February and March of 2009.

| am excited to work with Master Gardeners as | did
in Kentucky. You all are a fun group, willing to learn,
enjoy gardening, and especially enjoy eating the fruits
of your labor. | am looking forward to meeting you all.

Joe Masabni

Vegetable Extension Specialist
HFSB-221

College Station, TX 77843-2134
Phone 979.845.8562

TEXAS MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION

2009 DIRECTORS MEETINGS SCHEDULE
Friday, April 24th, Marshall, 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM
Saturday, August 1st, College Station*, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Saturday, December 5th, College Station*, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
*Horticulture/Forest Sci Bldg#1506 Parking lot #74 off Olsen St.
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Specialist Training and Conference

2009 Junior Master Gardener Specialist Training Bexar

County Master Gardeners

JuniorMaster
Ga rdener % February 26, 27, 2009. Hosted by Texas AgriLife Extension Service and

qrowing geed kids.. the _Bexar County Master Gardeners, in cqop(_ara_ltion with th_e National
Junior Master Gardener Program. Space is Limited to the first 35 to 40
applicants. Come join us in beautiful San Antonio, Texas on Wednesday, February 25 through noon Friday,
February 27, to learn new ideas and techniques that will help you implement or grow effective youth garden-
ing programs in your school class, JIMG® club, after-school program, 4-H youth gardening project, home
school or any group of interested young gardeners. For information contact: Hector Hernandez hjhernan-

dez@ag.tamu.edu

2009 Texas
Master Gardener

State Conference

April 23-24 & 25, 2009
Marshall, Texas.

Make plans to join us for the 2009 Texas Master Gar-
dener State Conference, that will be held in beautiful
East Texas. The conference will feature world class
azaleas, dogwood and crape myrtles, as well as
unique bed & breakfast establishments, just to name
a few. This year, something new, the EarthKind™
Rose Workshop, an all-day session will be presented
the day before the '09 conference and will feature
some of the most renowned experts in the Earth-
Kind™ rose field!! Information on registration for this
workshop will be added to the regular registration
form, come a day earlier and don't miss-out on this
added feature!

Master Gardeners Conference

Harrison County Master Gardener Association
c/o Extension Office 102 West Houston,

Marshall, TX. 75670 (903) 935-8413
See this link for more information:
http://tcaaa.tamu.edu/09statemeeting.htm

International Master Gardener Conference

March 22-26, 2009
Las Vegas, NV

"New Frontiers" in horticulture and gardening 8 The Las Vegas In-
ternational Master Gardener Conference will address issues that gar-

R et
ster Gardene!

deners everywhere face -- water conservation, proper plant selection, CONFERENCE

soil enrichment, pest control -- while also presenting new concepts in

environmental stewardship and "green" technologies. Since what is old I_AS VEGAS NEVADA
has become new again, we will also explore historical and traditional March 22-26, 2009

plants and methods Read more http://www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/ MIO’ Fmaﬁw
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Special Events & Opportunities

Heart O' Texas Orchid Society's

"Gallery of Orchids"

February 7th & 8th, 2009
Zilker Botanical Gardens Center
2220 Barton Springs Road,
Austin, TX 78746 (512) 477-8672

Show & Plant Sale: 10:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday & 10:00am - 4:00pm Sunday.

This year we are very proud to present the

38th Annual Orchid Show here in Austin. Orchids are
Mother Nature at her best, so come join us and check
out all the beautiful orchids that will be on display.

Texas Rainwater Catchment Association
(TRCA)
2009 State Conference
And Rainwater Catchment Survey

By Rick Daniel, Ellis County Master Gardener
TRCA Board of Directors/Webmaster

The Texas Rainwater Catchment Association (TRCA)
is pleased to announce that we are holding our first
annul State Conference in Kerrville, Texas on March
20" and 21%' of 2009. The mission of TRCA is as fol-
lows: The mission of the Texas Rainwater Catchment
Association is to provide Texas citizens with credible
information and resources on rainwater collection, to
promote the advancement of rainwater conservation
and to work with state, county and other local govern-
ment units in promoting rainwater catchment. The
agenda of this conference has been put together with
that mission in mind. The agenda for Friday the 20" is
targeted towards the rainwater professional, while the
agenda for Saturday is targeted towards the general
public. All are welcome to attend either day. There will
also be tours on both dates to visit rainwater catch-
ment systems installed in Boerne and Kerrville.

We hope that all you
Naturalist who have
training, as well as all others who have an interest in
rainwater catchment will attend. Come and support
our new organization and help to ensure our success!

Master
at t e nFdrandre inf&@ation vagehda, regiSirptiorcandeTRCAs t 0

There will also be hundreds of blooming orchids for
sale, as well as helpful information for growing these
beautiful plants from vendors and society members.

Need flowers for Valentines Day...orchids are becom-
ing one of the most popular flowers in the U.S., so
why not get an orchid this year for that special Valen-
tine.

Admission to the event is free and the public is en-
couraged to attend. For a complete schedule of
events, or for more information, please contact: Geof-
frey Frost, 1011 Strickland Drive., Austin, TX 78748-
4847 (Telephone (512) 413-3199; e-mail geoffreyl-
frost@yahoo.com), or visit our web-site:
http://www.hotos.org/

We are currently con-
ducting a survey to try
and gain a better un-
derstanding of current
rainwater catchment
usage in the state of
Texas. We are looking
for all rainwater catch-
ment installations in
Texas, from users and
installers, as well as all
demonstration sites
installed throughout
Texas. This informa-
tion will be used to
help us determine how
big an impact rainwater
catchment is making in
reducing our demand on other water resources, re-
duction of storm water, and its worth in jobs created
and products used. This will help us as an industry
and state association when addressing the impor-
tance rainwater capture is having in our state and
help us when addressing regulatory and governmen-
tal issues, at the local and state levels.

Gardener 6s and

Master

membership application, please visit our website,
www.texrca.org. You will find tabs on the left side of
the page for the State Conference and for the Survey!
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Special Events & Opportunities Continued

Feb 6-8, 2009 Texas Conference on Organic
Productions Systems 2009
The TOFGA annual conference to be held in Killeen,
Texas Civic Center, Feb 6-8, 2009. Info can be ob-
tained by going to TOFGA, (www.tofga.org) click on
TCOOPS 2009. (Texas Conference on Organic Pro-

ductions Systems 2009). Some of the presentations
are given by MGs and TAMU personnel. Lots of good
information whether; for farming , home gardening or
landscapes. NO CHEMICALS!

TomatoTime!!l TomatoTime!!! Tomato-
Time!ll TomatoTime!!!

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkk

and what your chosen will be receiving.
*You will notice a few changes for 2009. New varie-

ties for starters and
Here we go f ol ks é Tgrowieg opetion to tdyand kdeppace with de-
2009! mand é
The Gift that keeps giving. What could better saythat but donét wait é
you have great taste, than by giving the gift of great Order NOW and be first in line !!!
taste! Order one of the variety packs we offer on our www.heirloomtomatoesoftexas.com
6Favoritesd page for a fri enM wibgelloutdyMatchIlV'e:; i n

send them a grouping of awesome tomato varieties
just from you.

I n addition,
can copy and print, or send along, describing your gift

Expert Help Needed!

Little River Basin Master Gardeners are planning our first plant sale and have some

guestion for all you veteran Plant Sale Experts!

1. Is a $75.00 Floral Certificate required for an annual plant sale?
2. What have you done to make your plant sales most successful?

Please respond to: cr234loop@yahoo.com
Thank you,

Debbi Harris, Little River Basin Master Gardener
Plant Sale Chairman

YAHOO! GROUPS

Texas Master Gardeners
Yahoo Chat Group

This site was established for the exchange of informa-
tion between Master Gardeners. There are currently
347 members. It is a restricted group. That is, you
have to be approved, which is just to eliminate spam

I 61 I-noticethatyoue aHeirlodrl TomatoePoeTexad | e

Keith Amelung

Boerne, Texas 78006

and commercials. It has mostly been used for getting
guestions answered. You can post photos, questions,
files, calendars, polls, and databases. It is there for
your use. Someone in the group can answer your
guestion about the insect or plant photo that you have
posted or will be glad to have information that you
know. Join today and when you post something other
than a message, also post a message so that we will
know to look at your photo or other item.

Anse Windham , Moderator

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TexasMG/

mor e

Mar c h


http://www.tofga.org
tofga.org
mailto:cr234loop@yahoo.com
http://www.heirloomtomatoesoftexas.com/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TexasMG/
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County Upcoming Events

January 10 Travis County Master for | ower water usage. Donodt
Gardeners Association capi ng i sscnaopti nfigzoe rMoendor s r e
Rainwater Harvesting and Waterwise tank and gutter companies will be available to answer
Gardening specific questions. City of Austin representatives will

10am- Noon be available to answer rainbarrel, permit and rebate

Zilker Botanic Garden guestions. This seminar is presented by the Travis

Come enjoy a free seminar on captur- County Master Gardeners Association, a volunteer
ing rainwater and lowering water usage in your land-  arm of the Texas A&M and Travis County AgriLife Ex-
scape. This session will cover all the basics of build-  tension Service. For more details, see
ing a non-potable rainwater harvesting system. In ad- http://www.tcmastergardeners.org
dition, learn how to design beautiful gardens designed

January 12, 2009 son County Master Gardeners Association and Tar-
Somervell County rant County Master Gardeners Association, and cur-
Master Gardeners. rent president of the Parks Board in Cleburne, will
Community Horti- share some tips and advice with an emphasis on us-
cultural Education ing native and adapted plants in the overall landscap-

Series, 6:30 pm ing at our homes.
Somervell County Less water, less labor, tolerance of the Texas sum-
Citizen Center. mer, native and adapted plants can provide all of

Yes, itds winter, not to ot_he?‘r?tp%nﬂf'tjc‘!t meedj%n_u_%. Er?esolqu I_:‘o,the FE)uB't it
perfect time to think about any changes or additions I+ FOr more information visit

that you want to make in your landscaping for next ~ \WWw.somervellimastergardeners.org

spring. Ben Oefinger, a past president of the John-  Submitted by Sandi Stringer

January 13, 2009 Guadalupe County NPSOT We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at

Want to do less work in your yard and get more for it? the Guadalupe County Annex, 1101 Elbel Road,

Looking for plants that will grow easily and wellinour Schertz. There is a plant ex
difficult climate? Want to learn how native plantsinter- k now youod at 6. 30pm foll owed

act with our local environment? If so, join the newly January 13, 2009 Fran Hutchins from Bracken Bat
formed Guadalupe County (Schertz/Seguin) Chapter Cave will tell us what they are hoping to do there and
of the Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT). Our how we can help.

group can help you learn about plants, shrubs, For more information or an application to join NPSOT
grasses and trees that are naturally adapted to this contact: guadalupecounty@npsot.org

region and climate and how to use them effectively. Submitted by Jennifer Wilson

January 20, 20091 Aransas/San your soil for what it may lack. The program will be pre-
Patricio Master Gardenersd Soils sented Noon i 1:00 P.M. at the Aransas County Li-

Brown Bag i Rockport, TX brary, 701 E. Mimosa, Rockport, Texas. Bring your
On Tuesday, January 20, 2009, the food and enjoy this free Brown Bag hosted by the
program, AAIl Il t hraiasiSan Patririo Master&ardeheds and gener-

will be presented by Master Gar- ous community sponsors. For more information call
dener, Robert Moore. He will cover the basics of soil  Texas AgriLife Extension Service i Aransas County
types and structure, soil testing and how to amend Office at 361 790-0103.


http://www.tcmastergardeners.org
http://www.somervellmastergardeners.org/
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County Upcoming Events Continued

Brazos County January 15, 2009, Brazos County Learn what plants thrive and survive in the Brazos

, ;,; . Master Gardener Association Valley from some of the pros. A panel of Master Gar-
¢,a&?" deners will share their AToPp
&i% Earth Kind Gardening 101 als, roses, vines, butterfly attractors, trees and Texas

<o’ 2009 Winter/Spring Superstars.

fd Bryan Public Library
s SR 201 E. 26th Street, Bryan April 16,2009 8 Earth Kind Lawn Care by Dr.
Master Gardener

Association 6:30-8:30pm (doors open at 6pm)  David Chalmers, Professor & State Extension Turf
grass Specialist
iEarth Kind Gardening 10 1The Tiexas Tarf gsassrSpesiaist wilf shagelhewstasgets  d e
signed to teach the gardening techniques that are es- your lawn green and happy. Learn the best manage-
sential for success. Participants will leave with practi- ment practices to effectively use resources to get the
cal information and knowledge needed to have attrac- results you want.
tive landscapes and gardens in the Brazos Valley.
Cost is $10 per session at the door or pre-register for
January 15, 2009 8 Earth Kind Spring Vegetable = $20/3 sessions
Gardening by Dr. EImer Krehbiel, Master Gardener ~ Payable to: Brazos County Master Gardener Associa-
The weather may be frightful, but now is the timeto  tion (BCMGA)
plan for spring vegetable gardening. Learn tips for Pre-register by January 14, 2009.
success from one of the Masters.
For additional information: www.brazosmg.com or
February 19,2009 8 Earth Kind Top Ten Plant email: brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu
Picks Panel by Brazos County Master Gardeners Call: 823-0129 8 Brazos County Extension office.

January 24, 2009, Brazos County Master Gardener dener Demonstration Idea Garden. Speakers will

Association showcase the rainwater collection systems in the gar-
Rainwater Harvesting den, the collection tank connections and how har-

An Earth Kind Approach to Water Conservation vested rainwater is delivered into the garden.

The Brazos Center, 3232 Briarcrest Drive, Bryan, TX

8:30 amd 1 pm Demonstration Idea Gardend The DIG

Learn how to use less water in your landscape and 2619 Highway 21, West in Bryand 2 pm
how to construct your own rainwater catchment sys-

tem at this comprehensive water conservation pro- Pre-registrationd $10 per person (seating is limited)
gram.

Presented by: Billy Kniffen, Water Re- Brazos JCounty For additional information:

source Specialist, Texas AgriLife Extension }j:% www.brazosmg.com or email: bra-

and Justin Mechell, Extension Assistant. A zosmg@ag.tamu.edu

In the afternoon, the seminar will recon- ‘
vene at the Brazos County Master Gar- G

o |
&@ Call: 823-0129 6 Brazos County Extension

' * office.

January 27, 2009, Brazos County Master Learn how to have one in your own back

Master Gardener

Gardener Association Association yard from Ben Oefinger,
Having Your Own Sanctuary Garden guyo and Texas Master G
The Brazos Center, 3232 Briarcrest Drive, Bryan, TX Johnson County and Tarrant County Master Gardener
7 pm Associations

Free to the Public.
AA sanctuary garden i s your own speci al pl ace. It 6s

hideaway, a place of peace for man and beast where For additional information: www.brazosmg.com or
one can find sanctuary f oemalhblagosmp@agdama.gdd f or hi s spir
Call: 823-0129 8 Brazos County Extension office.



http://www.brazosmg.com
mailto:brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu
http://www.brazosmg.com
mailto:brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu
http://www.brazosmg.com
mailto:brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu
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County Upcoming Events Continued

Harris County January Upcoming Events
January 6 Master Gardener Lecture Series: Extension Office 50 Plants You Shouldn't Live
Without by Dr. David Creech, Professor of Horticulture, Stephen F. Austin State University
12:00 p.m. Texas AgriLife Extension Service 3033 Bear Creek Dr, Houston, TX 77084 Free
and open to the public.

January 10 Master Gardener Fruit Tree Sale & Symposia SALE: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. SALE PRE-
VIEW: at 8 a.m. SYMPOSIUM: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m Free and open to the public. No RSVP. Texas
AgriLife Extension Service 3033 Bear Creek Dr, Houston, TX 77084 Printable flyer with map

Printable sale catalog

January 13 Green Thumb Lecture Series - Precinct 2 Fruits and Nuts by Herman Auer, Gal-
veston County Master Gardener 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 1000 Basspro Dr (Hwy 288 at Bltwy 8)
Pearland, TX 77047 Free and open to the public.

January 15 Green Thumb Lecture Series Trees by Carol Brouwer, Ph.D., County Extension
Agent - Horticulture 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. Texas AgriLife Extension Service 3033 Bear Creek Dr,
Houston, TX 77084 _Free and open to the public.

January 20 Master Gardener Evening Lectures: Extension Office Winter Color in Your Gar-
den by Glen Olson 6:30 p.m. - Desserts and coffee 7:00 p.m. - Lecture begins Texas AgriLife
Extension Service 3033 Bear Creek Dr, Houston, TX 77084 Free and open to the public

January 21 Master Gardener Lecture Series: Clear Lake Park Topic: TBA 10:00 a.m. The
Meeting Room at Clear Lake Park (on the Lakeside) 5001 NASA Road 1, Seabrook, TX
77586 Free and open to the public.

January 29 Texas Master Gardener Training Class Begins Fee: $150 Texas AgriLife Exten-
sion Service 3033 Bear Creek Dr, Houston, TX 77084 Registration forms and more informa-
tion.

Submitted by David Parish

News from Around the State

Bexar County Master Gardeners vegetables were displayed.

Childrenbés Veget abl e Glildreh smterested io gar a
W On December 13, ticipating in the spring

2008 instructors for vegetable garden program
t he Chi |l dshoudobtainan applica-
Vegetable Garden tion from the San Antonio ™S
Program and other Botanical Garden. Com- | %
volunteers gath- pleted applications must be .;‘
ered to prepare the submitted by February 15,
gardens for along 2009. Participation in the program is open to children

e B \inter nap. Beds 8-13 years of age.
were cleared of weeds and debris, and tools and The gardens are located at the San Antonio Botanical
equipment were cleaned and stored away. The fall Garden. The program is a partnership of the San An-

vegetable garden program that began in mid-August  tonio Botanical Garden and Texas AgriLife Extension
was highly successful. The children harvested large, Service. Call 210/467-6575 for further information.
beautiful vegetables to be shared with their families.  Submitted by Gladys Baker

Pride was seen in the face of each boy and girl as


http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/hort/docs/09fruittree.pdf
http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/hort/docs/09fruitcatalog.pdf
http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/hort/greenthumb.htm
http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/hort/greenthumb.htm
http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/hort/docs/grthumbflyer.pdf
http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/hort/mastergardener.htm
http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/hort/mastergardener.htm
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News from Around the State continued

The Amarillo Area Master Gardeners had a grand
finale to the 2008-year giving members something to
look forward to in the spring of 2009. Members par-
ticipated in Painting Texas With Wildflowers by plant-
ing 1,000 packets of flowers. The seeds were planted
in areas with high exposure including a Palo Duro
Canyon site and the entrance to the city of Canyon.
Each year thousands of people from worldwide come
to Canyon for the
good spring rains the canyon will offer another show
stopping performance.

With the help of Ainteri
the association is busy preparing for the 2009 intern

Jefferson County
Master Gardeners
Jefferson County MG's
had scheluded a Floral

Design Class with
David Simpson an as-
sociate with the Bentz
: School, Texas A&M,
when lke came in with a vengeance. Port Arthur was
spared any bad damage by the levees, but that
pushed the water around to the east and west. |
called David to cancel the class and he said that
maybe later the next month we would be ready to do
something to take our minds off of the hurricane.
With some misgivings we rescheluded and an-
nounced that we would have it at a later date.
This would be open to the MG's and not announced to
the general public as we were afraid of having to turn
someone away. We had a wonderful class of 24 that
learned and created two beautiful arrangements. This

mo

classes, scheduled to begin the last week in January.
Several classes taught by local county agents are be-
ing offered to the staff of local retail business, i.e. Wal
-Mart, Home Depot, etc. and are also classes taught
to Master Gardener interns. The association is plan-
ning to combine several classes covering same sub-
jects and hosting employees from these retail busi-
nesses. The employees will have an opportunity to

out do o rleam side ibycsad withiifitezns and certifedMastér t h

Gardeners, thus offering the association a great way
to reach out into the community and share gardening
knowledge.

county agent
Submitted by Andi Wardlaw

Danny

week | picked up a MG at her make shift apartment as
her house was totally destroyed and there sat on a
tiny table was the Christmas arrangement. This is all
she had for decoration. David was so right. She is so
proud to have something in the holiday spirit.

David arrived the day before and with Micah Meyers,
our agent we cut up 24 pump- L e
kins for the fall arrangement.
What sight those two big men
digging out the innards of the
gourds. Our board of directors
decidid that this would not be a
moneymaker project but a fun
class for all and we earned con-
tinuing edcuation credits and
the supplies were first class.
Thanks to David for bringing
such a grand day and brighten-
ing our Christmas.

Submitted by Frances Amuny

Lake Granbury Master Gardeners

Charles and Dominique Ing opened the Brazos House 1863 Farmstead and Or-
ganic Gardens for the Granbury 25th Candlelight Tour of Homes. Left to right -
Charles and Dominique Ing, Chief Gardner Mike Henley with wife Belinda and Do-
cents Lake Granbury Master Gardeners Jane McConal and Mary Lynn Martin.
Submitted by Nancy Hancock

Nusser
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News from Around the State Continued

Cypress Basin Master Gardeners, Mt. Pleasant teaching tool for
Cypress Basin Master Gardeners recently finished the Master Gar-
installing a greenhouse donated by the City of Mount deners program's
Pleasant. apprentices and
"The city was unable to utilize it or staff it and they interns as they

worked with the county commissioners last year and  work toward their
asked us if we would disassemble it and move it down master gardener

here, 0 said Kenny Rol | i nscertfitatioa. Ti t A
the Texas AgriLife Extension Service. "It's been all "It is not intended o : e

year getting it down, moving it down here and [Nov.  to be a full green- Newly—elected CYPfeSS Basin Master
22] we got the top on it .housel2monthsout Gardeners President Dewayne Fant

The greenhouse is located behind the Texas AgriLife  of the year. We are P'a%es Lhe first plants to be hﬁused
Extension Service office on Industrial Boulevard, not asking the com- 't?]‘zt iészg:ﬁgdsgfmgrgﬁ; O?USG

where the Master Gardeners program meets and _ missioners to keep |t Mount Pleasant TRlBUNE photo by

holds classes. The 16-acre grounds around the office heat ed and | yg49 Krhgerd

are the site of the Master Gardens, a work in progress Rollins said. "What

that will eventually be a place for tourists and educa- we hope to do is extend the growing season in the fall

tional groups to stop. and maybe get back in there early and use it as a

The greenhouse currently holds three fern plantsdo- | ear ning t ool for demonstrat
nated by Shirley Brotherton, one of the master gar- Rollins said the Texas AgriLife Extension Service and

deners. the Master Gardeners are both grateful to the city for

"We'll keep them alive and probably propagate them it generous donation.

(take cuttings from one plant to grow others) and "We really appreciate the city considering taking

they'll either go back to the gardeners or we will have something they could have sold and donating it to the

a plant sale, o Rollins saMads.t e'rWeGalrld ebnee rasb |per otgor aun,iol iF
them so they are not | us tisatséed thavwas pplantedpmhdaontesback to benefit

While sparsely populated now, the greenhouse will them sometime in the future.

eventually be bursting with plant life and serve as a

Cypress Basin Master Garden- going through chemotherapy. It makes me feel like
ers, Mt. Pleasant my father is looking down on me and my father-in-law,
By the end of January, you will be- | hope that he will be fine," Fant said.

gin to see the vivid colors of hun- Master Gardener Keith Kridler, who donated many of

dreds of daffodils as they bloom in  the bulbs, said there were seven varieties of daffodils,
the flowerbeds in front of the Patty including Yellow Trumpets, Ice Follies, Red Dawn,
and Bo Pilgrim Cancer Center. The Paperwhites and Sempre Vanti that will bloom in yel-
daffodils will represent hope to can- lows, yellow and orange, yellow and red and white
cer patients, survivors and the fami- and orange in about six weeks. Several varieties of
lies of those whose lives were cut  tulips were planted as well.
short by the disease. Members of  As the flowers spring up from the ground, hope will
the Titus County Breast Cancer bloom as well. Gibson shared her vision for the pro-
Jeanie Fant, I"-‘Sseo'Survwors Association and the Cy-  ject at the ceremony.
each daffodil beforepress Basin Master GardenersAs- A The Ameri can Cancer Society
she planted them.  gqgciation planted more than 1,000  dil as its symbol of hope. As we lovingly plant these
TRIBUNE photo by pylbs in the beds Friday. Jeanie bulbs, let us be encouraged that come spring, the
Lynda Stringer Fant is a master gardener and the  fruits of our labor will be appreciated as these brown
wife of DeWayne Fant, president of bulbs burst open with cheerful, colorful flowers, bring-
the master gardeners' group. She planted a kiss on ing hope to patients and families who visit to Patty
each daffodil bulb before planting them in the ground. and Bo Pilgrim Cancer Center," she said..
il |l ost my father to cancer and my husband's father




