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From Our President

For most Texas gardeners January has always been a time for plan-
ning and preparing. The seed catalogs arrive and with the cold days
comes a time to relax by a fire to plan and enjoy all the visions of next
year 6s perfect garden.

With the thought of planning and preparing in mind the TMGA Execu-

tive Board met last Friday in College Station. One of the highlights of

our meeting was hearing the reports from various TMGA Committee

Chairs. Ginger Bason, George Ammerman, Donna Hagar and Dove

Johnson joined us in our afternoon session. It was evident from each
report given |l ots of work is taking
tee is busy with surveys, Gingerbs
record number of award entries, and Newsletter/Web Site Committee

of Donna Hagar and Dove Johnson is busy with the changes a new

year brings.

2009 TMGA Officers

President
Doug Quicksall
McLennan County

First Vice President
Lynn McKillop
Ft. Bend County

Second Vice Presi-
dent Lonnie Matthew
Aransas County

(Continued on @gage
Secretary

Brenda Cunningham
Dallas County

$ TMGA Dues Deadline March 1st $$

See article page 3

Treasurur
Homer Babbitt
Parker County

Newsletter Deadline Change for March

A . - .

Nl @) Please note that the deadline for submission of articles for the March
Please submit information to in- 1st newsletter is changed. For this month only, the deadline is Febru-
clude on the TMGA Website or ary 23rd, giving me time to complete the newsletter by March 1st.

in the TMGA monthly newsletter = Thanks, Donna Hagar, Newsletter Editor, dmthagar@gmail.com

to the following Editors. Dead-

line for the newsletter is the 28th
of each month.

Web Editor—TMGA
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TMGA News and Events

(Continued from page

Also participating in the Executive Board Meeting was Doug Buchan and Debbie Bates from the Harrison
County State Conference Committee. | wish each of you could have been there to hear the report given. |
can assure you, if you had, you would be completing a registration form for the Conference right now. Not
only is the Harrison County Master Gardeners rolling out a red carpet for us but they are being joined by what
sounded |Ii ke the entire Marshal/l communi ty.
to be a very special occasion with tent to gather and open stores to shop. The awards luncheon and dinner
at the Scottsville Camp will be something special as well. The tours on Saturday all sound exciting. Oops! |
forgot all the educational sessions with outstanding speakers. If you have never attended a State Conference

this one you dondot want

t o

mi s s .

| want to take this opportunity to thank the Executive Board, the TMGA Committee Chairs and the Harrison
County State Conference Committee for all their labors. Also a special thanks to each one of you for making
this a special organizations. We are lucky! Our labors are labor of love.

See you in Marshall.
Doug

EarthKind ™ News for February

Plans are looking exciting for the EarthKindtm Rose
Workshop that will precede the Master Gardener
State Conference. The full day workshop on April 22
will take place near Marshall at the Scottsville Camp
and Conference Center. Speakers include Dr. Steve
George, Garey Wylie, Steve Chaney and Gaye
Hammond. Costis $75 and is paid along with the
state conference registration.

There are two national EarthKindTM rose trial sites
near Omaha, Nebraska. One is at the Joslyn Castle
Historic Landscape in Omaha and the other at Ha-

worth Park in Bellevue, Nebraska. Roses were
planted in 2007 but were heavily damaged by storms
and flooding in 2008. Tenacious gardeners cleaned
up and are continuing with the trials.

Dr. Steve George has prepared a revised evaluation
system for the EarthKindTM research gardens. In-
cluded are monthly evaluation forms for the second
and third years of testing and a final form to be sub-
mitted for research. Included are full instructions for
recording and maintaining the records. These have
been emailed to everyone on the Johnson County list
of trial gardens. If you did not receive the forms,
please contact leach@ticnet.com.

|l t 6s Ti me
Your Dues
|l 6m sur e

ing all the talk in the news media
about money, or the lack of it, but |
thought I should give you a gentle
reminder of the deadline for paying
your 2009 TMGA dues. | must
have received your dues by March
1, in order for your assaociation to be eligible for any
State awards for 2009 activities. Unlike the IRS, post-
mar ks dondét count .

As noted in the January Newsletter, the process
for paying dues and reporting your 2009 roster of
officers and directors has changed. Revised forms

for epchQf thes jvijes can be found on the TMGA
Webesf}te(vgww.teFiﬁ tergardeners.com. Click
Members Login, and enter

ever yo n &3s§),gvhigh will hiing up,tihe Mgnghgrs Qnly page.

Click on the appropriate box for 2009 Dues Form and/
or 2009 Roster Form. The dues should be sent to the
TMGA Treasurer as in the past, but the roster infor-
mation should be sent to the TMGA Secretary. Since
the TMGA Treasurer and Secretary are subject to
change each year, please refer again to the TMGA
website for the current officer names and addresses.
This information can be found at the same website
location noted above.

Thanks!
Homer Babbitt
TMGA Treasurer

Thur sd

pas
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TMGA News and Events Continued

WHOOS WHO |

N YOUR LOCAL AS

By Brenda Cunningham, TMGA Secretary

As the returning Secretary to
the Texas Master Gardener
Association | have to tell you
what a joy it is to serve in this
capacity. | have had the privi-
lege of meeting and corre-
sponding with so many won-
derful gardeners across our
great state, and | look forward
to meeting many more in 2009.

The timing of the request for me to share some insight
with our membership about my responsibilities could
not have been more perfect. My role with TMGA is
pretty straight-forward, and if you served in a leader-
ship role in your county association in 2008, or if you
served as a Director or Alternate Director to the Board
of Directors, you probably have a fairly good idea of
some of what is involved. The most obvious responsi-
bility of the TMGA Secretary is to attend the meetings
of the Board of Directors and to summarize those
meetings into the formal minutes which are then
made available to all member Master Gardener Asso-
ciations.

In addition, the Secretary supports Jayla Fry, our
Master Gardener Coordinator at Texas A & M, by en-
suring that the lines of communication are kept open
between Jayla and the local Master Gardener asso-
ciation leaders via email. The emails might be sent to
make a general announcement, to provide notification
about an upcoming class, or to request information or
assistance, etc. Most of the emails are sent to the Di-
rectors/Alternates with the request that they share the
information with the other members of their local as-
sociation, but sometimes it makes more sense to
send a message directly to a particular person in a
local association.

That is it in a nutshell but one vital component in be-
ing able to make this sharing of information happen is
not quite so obvious. That component is maintaining
the central database of association leaders and their
current contact information. In order to make sure that
we are reaching the correct people your help is
needed. Most of the local associations have had a
change in their leadership with the beginning of the
new year and we need to know about your changes.
Several groups have already submitted their updated
contact list (thank you!), but we are still relying on old
data in many cases.

Why not take a minute now an
Who in Your Local Associati o
go to the TMGA website at

www.texasmastergardeners.com and click on
AMembers Logino on the | eft
the password, #Asunseto, (no
the AMembers Onlyo page wil/
2009 Roster For mo ajudfillit he f

out and send it to me at jimbrenc@eatrthlink.net and
the updates will be made. If we have not exchanged
emails in the past year, you will have to request to be
added to my address book through our Spam Filter.
By the way, if you are thinking that this is a little differ-
ent than in previous years then you are right. As pre-
viously announced, we are trying this approach of
splitting the contact update function from the dues
payment this year (see
the 2009 Dues on page 2) and we believe it will be
more timely and efficient. So far it seems to be work-
ing. So, until we meet again, be sure and contact me
or any of the other 2009 Executive Board members if
we can help you in any way.

Ho mer

Attention TMGA Counties

If your county would be interested in hosting the 2011 State Conference please let Doug Quicksall
(degslg@aol.com) know ASAP. Each county that is interested will be asked to give a presentation at the 2009
conference in Marshall and we need to plan for enough time. After the presentations, a vote will be taken and

the winning county will be announced.
TMGA Executive Board



http://www.texasmastergardeners.com
mailto:deqslq@aol.com
mailto:deqslq@aol.com

February 2009

Volume 4, Issue 2 Page 4

TMGA News and Events Continued

Grovesite Training for Your Website!

Feb 11 at 9:00am

Feb 12 at 9:00am and 5:00pm

Grovesite Training - In Your Own Home
| look forward to seeing you in class online!

Using Centra to attend the training will be easy and
fun. Follow the directions below to create your own
login to Centra and then choose one of the dates be-
low. Please use the Mozilla (firefox) browser.

How do | enroll?

Go to Centra login page
at: http://webconference.tamus.edu/main/tce/index.jht
ml?default=true or

go to http://eit.tamu.edu/index.shtml,
click on Applications, click on Centra

If you do not have a Centra username and password,
click the fARegister forbo

After logging in, in upper left side of the page, click on
AEnroll mentd | ink to see
Click on the "Information Technology" folder,
Click on the AGr ov(ogcs,t e
dates,events)

Click on the word "Enroll" to enroll in an event.

How do | make sure my computer will run Centra?
Make sure that the compu
is set up to run Centra by running the system check
before the event.

Go to http://eit.tamu.edu/centra.html and click the top
link to get to the log in page.

Click the "System Check" link in the black bar below

the Texas AgriLife Extension logo and follow the in-
structions. Have your microphone and speakers or

headset plugged in to the computer so that you can
complete the audio check as well.

I f your computer doesnoét
check contact EIT at CentraHelp@ag.tamu.edu or
979.845.9689 (not open after hours)

How do | attend an event?

On the day BEFORE the event go to
http://eit.tamu.edu/centra.html and click the top link to
get to the log in page, then log in with your centra
user ID and password. Fifteen minutes before the
start time click the My Schedule link in the upper left
corner. Finally, click the Attend link to the right of the
Friday Online event to begin the event. Run a System

Check Before the class starts.
l ink and create

one for

Where can | get help or mare information?

Hlease rHon'e:tI recoommefnaD y!)udseet LerSahd check your

system the day before because these training are
Tdor bfferihéugs and fthe hefh @sk will not be open.

For more the day before information visit

http://eit.tamu.edu/centra.html, email Centra-

Help@ag.tamu.edu or call EIT at 979.845.9689.

t Ddann Mitahell 6 | |
Website Administrator
AgriLIFE
Texas A&M University
College Station Tx. 77840
979-845-3473
dmmitchell@ag.tamu.edu

use to partici

TEXAS MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION

2009 DIRECTORS MEETINGS SCHEDULE
Friday, April 24th, Marshall, 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM
Saturday, August 1st, College Station*, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Saturday, December 5th, College Station*, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
*Horticulture/Forest Sci Bldg#1506 Parking lot #74 off Olsen St.

s u

pat
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Specialist Training and Conference

2009 Junior Master Gardener Specialist Training Bexar

County Master Gardeners

JuniorMaster
Ga rdener % February 26, 27, 2009. Hosted by Texas AgriLife Extension Service and

qrowing geed kids.. the _Bexar County Master Gardeners, in cqop(_ara_ltion with th_e National
Junior Master Gardener Program. Space is Limited to the first 35 to 40
applicants. Come join us in beautiful San Antonio, Texas on Wednesday, February 25 through noon Friday,
February 27, to learn new ideas and techniques that will help you implement or grow effective youth garden-
ing programs in your school class, JIMG® club, after-school program, 4-H youth gardening project, home
school or any group of interested young gardeners. For information contact: Hector Hernandez hjhernan-

dez@ag.tamu.edu

2009 Texas
Master Gardener

State Conference

April 23-24 & 25, 2009
Marshall, Texas.

Make plans to join us for the 2009 Texas Master Gar-
dener State Conference, that will be held in beautiful
East Texas. The conference will feature world class
azaleas, dogwood and crape myrtles, as well as
unique bed & breakfast establishments, just to name
a few. This year, something new, the EarthKind™
Rose Workshop, an all-day session will be presented
the day before the '09 conference and will feature
some of the most renowned experts in the Earth-
Kind™ rose field!! Information on registration for this
workshop will be added to the regular registration
form, come a day earlier and don't miss-out on this
added feature!

Master Gardeners Conference

Harrison County Master Gardener Association
c/o Extension Office 102 West Houston,

Marshall, TX. 75670 (903) 935-8413
See this link for more information:
http://tcaaa.tamu.edu/09statemeeting.htm

For more info. See page 6

International Master Gardener Conference

March 22-26, 2009
Las Vegas, NV

"New Frontiers" in horticulture and gardening 8 The Las Vegas In-
ternational Master Gardener Conference will address issues that gar-

R et
ster Gardene!

deners everywhere face -- water conservation, proper plant selection, CONFERENCE

soil enrichment, pest control -- while also presenting new concepts in

environmental stewardship and "green" technologies. Since what is old I_AS VEGAS NEVADA
has become new again, we will also explore historical and traditional March 22-26, 2009

plants and methods Read more http://www.unce.unr.edu/imgc/ MIO’ Fmaﬁw
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2009 Conference

2009 Texas Master Gardener Conference

Marshall Texas

April 23,24,25!"l Dat es to remember for 2009. The settin
prises, beauty, and events that you will always remember. Marshall Texas excited to welcome
Texas Master Gardeners!

Caddo Lake, a natural wonder, i % n o
Cypress, hidden coves, the tale . D
playground, and our O0gators tha t
renity, and o1l or e. The red cl a#® a
mous Potteries. Catch a tour, bring a little money, and feast your

eyes on beautiful pots, plants, and garden delights. Yep, we even

have a first rate Winery, filled with goods and spirits that will temp

the best!

Start your Conference with one on

Learn how to O6invited bats to your home and gard
own planter..(oh, yes you can), and develop skills and confidence to prune and shape that special
tree.

Thursday night, historical downt o\
Partyo in your honor! Food, sweet
tiful setting, with a wine tasting to boot!

Friday conferences are especially designed to help us learn, ex-

plore the unknown, and remember why we enjoy what we do! Irri-
gation techniqgues, |l andscaping, ol
session or twoéyou candét go wrong.

i SN Laughter is the heart of the soul «
Jerry French-a night worth your time and investment.

Lodging is what you want-a deluxe suite or an inexpensive dorm room at our beautiful encampment

at Scottsville. Whil e you are h-" - NIV AN C-RmEEr g e
cemetery, home of the fAWeeping A sow.‘?a'de,,* ur a
hundreds to our East Texas community yearly. ,° A % e

Harri son County Master Gardeners i ‘°ﬁ to
conference and to show off our homes, our lakes, our potteries, and v 2

special places of interest. Remember, we are thirty minutes from

ATHE BOATSO, have the historical ou

ies galore, and we are waiting to share this with you.

Oh, come early! On Wednesday, the pre-conference Rose Seminar
will be held at Scottsville-a must for all rose lovers. B e
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Special Events & Opportunities

Heart O' Texas Orchid Society's

"Gallery of Orchids"

February 7th & 8th, 2009
Zilker Botanical Gardens Center
2220 Barton Springs Road,
Austin, TX 78746 (512) 477-8672

Show & Plant Sale: 10:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday & 10:00am - 4:00pm Sunday.

This year we are very proud to present the

38th Annual Orchid Show here in Austin. Orchids are
Mother Nature at her best, so come join us and check
out all the beautiful orchids that will be on display.

Texas Rainwater Catchment Association
(TRCA)
2009 State Conference
And Rainwater Catchment Survey

By Rick Daniel, Ellis County Master Gardener
TRCA Board of Directors/Webmaster

The Texas Rainwater Catchment Association (TRCA)
is pleased to announce that we are holding our first
annul State Conference in Kerrville, Texas on March
20" and 21%' of 2009. The mission of TRCA is as fol-
lows: The mission of the Texas Rainwater Catchment
Association is to provide Texas citizens with credible
information and resources on rainwater collection, to
promote the advancement of rainwater conservation
and to work with state, county and other local govern-
ment units in promoting rainwater catchment. The
agenda of this conference has been put together with
that mission in mind. The agenda for Friday the 20" is
targeted towards the rainwater professional, while the
agenda for Saturday is targeted towards the general
public. All are welcome to attend either day. There will
also be tours on both dates to visit rainwater catch-
ment systems installed in Boerne and Kerrville.

We hope that all you
Naturalist who have
training, as well as all others who have an interest in
rainwater catchment will attend. Come and support
our new organization and help to ensure our success!

Master
at t e nFdrandre inf&@ation vagehda, regiSirptiorcandeTRCAs t 0

There will also be hundreds of blooming orchids for
beautiful plants from vendors and society members.

Need flowers for Valentines Day...orchids are becom-
ing one of the most popular flowers in the U.S., so
why not get an orchid this year for that special Valen-
tine.

Admission to the event is free and the public is en-
couraged to attend. For a complete schedule of
events, or for more information, please contact: Geof-
frey Frost, 1011 Strickland Drive., Austin, TX 78748-
4847 (Telephone (512) 413-3199; e-mail geoffreyl-
frost@yahoo.com), or visit our web-site:
http://www.hotos.org/

We are currently con-
ducting a survey to try
and gain a better un-
derstanding of current
rainwater catchment
usage in the state of
Texas. We are looking
for all rainwater catch-
ment installations in
Texas, from users and
installers, as well as all
demonstration sites
installed throughout
Texas. This informa-
tion will be used to
help us determine how
big an impact rainwater
catchment is making in
reducing our demand on other water resources, re-
duction of storm water, and its worth in jobs created
and products used. This will help us as an industry
and state association when addressing the impor-
tance rainwater capture is having in our state and
help us when addressing regulatory and governmen-
tal issues, at the local and state levels.

Gardener 6s and

Master

membership application, please visit our website,
www.texrca.org. You will find tabs on the left side of
the page for the State Conference and for the Survey!
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Special Events & Opportunities Continued

Feb 6-8, 2009 Texas Conference on Organic
Productions Systems 2009
The TOFGA annual conference to be held in Killeen,
Texas Civic Center, Feb 6-8, 2009. Info can be ob-
tained by going to TOFGA, (www.tofga.org) click on
TCOOPS 2009. (Texas Conference on Organic Pro-

ductions Systems 2009). Some of the presentations
are given by MGs and TAMU personnel. Lots of good
information whether; for farming , home gardening or
landscapes. NO CHEMICALS!

TomatoTime!!l TomatoTime!!! Tomato-
Time!ll TomatoTimel!!!

kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkk

and what your chosen will be receiving.
*You will notice a few changes for 2009. New varie-

ties for starters and mor e
Here we go f ol ks é Tgrowieg opetion to tdyeand kdeppace with de-
2009! mand é
The Gift that keeps giving. What could better saythat but donét wait é
you have great taste, than by giving the gift of great Order NOW and be first in line !!!
taste! Order one of the variety packs we offer on our www.heirloomtomatoesoftexas.com
O6Favoritesd page for a frienMwibgelloutdyMatchlVe: i n Mar ch

send them a grouping of awesome tomato varieties
just from you.

I n
can copy and print, or send along, describing your gift

SFA to Host

Spring Plant Sale

The SFA Mast Arboretum will
host its annual Garden Gala
Day on April 18, 2009 from 9
am until 2 pm at the SFA Intramural Fields on Wilson
Drive. This event features the annual spring plant
sale fundraiser benefiting the SFA Mast Arboretum,

YZHOO! GrROUPS

Texas Master Gardeners
Yahoo Chat Group

3

Stephen E Austin

This site was established for the exchange of informa-
tion between Master Gardeners. There are currently
347 members. It is a restricted group. That is, you
have to be approved, which is just to eliminate spam
and commercials. It has mostly been used for getting
guestions answered. You can post photos, questions,

addi tion, I 61 I-noticethatyole aHeirlodrg Tomatce ot Texasd | e

Keith Amelung

Boerne, Texas 78006

Pineywoods Native Plant Center, Ruby M. Mize
Azalea Garden, and their educational programs. All of
the plants are produced at SFA by the staff, students
and volunteers.

The public is encouraged to arrive early and bring a
wagon.

For more information and a list of plants for sale call
936-468-4404, or visit http://arboretum.sfasu.edu and
click on Aupcoming events. o0

files, calendars, polls, and databases. It is there for
your use. Someone in the group can answer your
guestion about the insect or plant photo that you have
posted or will be glad to have information that you
know. Join today and when you post something other
than a message, also post a message so that we will
know to look at your photo or other item.

Anse Windham , Moderator
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TexasMG/

There is also a | ink
groupo. Newsletters
Group site, too!

t he
wi ||

MG

nov
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County Upcoming Events

February 9, 2009 6:30 p.m

Somervell County Master Gardeners
Vegetable Gardening with Jack Rowland
Somervell County Citizens Center about the best vegie varieties for our
Community Horticultural Education Series AR area, when to plant, how to plant, water-
Jack Rowland, the Johnson County Master - ing tips, and much more! For additional

knowledge of vegetable gardening
along with humorous stories makes this
a very enjoyable session. Come learn

Gardener and vegetable guru, will be back with more  information visit our website at
tips and tricks on how to have a productive spring www.somervellmastergardeners.org

vegetable garden. His ability to share his in depth

February 10, 2009 Guadalupe Travis Gallo, Invaders of Texas Program Coordinator

County (Schertz/Seguin) Chapter from Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, talk about

of the Native Plant Society of Al nvasives of Texaso.

Texas (NPSOT) We will meet on the second Tuesday, February 10,

Alien Plant Invaders 2009. Guadalupe County Annex, 1101 Elbel Road,

Have you ever wondered about alien Schertz.

plant invaders and how they try to There wild. be a plant/ seed e
take over? Come tothe next meeting k now youodo at 6. 30pm foll owed

of the Guadalupe County (Schertz/Seguin) Chapter of For more information or an application to join NPSOT
the Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT) and hear contact: guadalupecounty@npsot.org

Texas February 11, 2009 propagation, seed collection, planting, and green-
Di Texas Discovery Gar- house practices. Our greenhouse operates on Mon-
iscovery
Gardens dens Greenhouse Vol- days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9 am to 3
: unteer Training pm. Please RSVP to Blake Morgan, Programs and
at Fair Park Volunteer Manager, at Volun-
The upcoming Green- teers@TexasDiscoveryGardens.org or at (214) 428-

house Volunteer Training is Wednesday, Feb. 11 from 7476 x24.
9-11am and will teach volunteers our methods of

February 119 Little River dale General Store. Cost is $5. This workshop is open

Basin Master Gardeners to the public. Seating is limited so all participants must
ROCKDALES Florence M. pre-register. Master Gardeners and Master Natural-
AFl oo Oxl| ey, distswitedrothreechburs of@dvaneed training credits

vation and education at Aus-  toward their annual certification requirements.
tinds Lady Bi r dRepistdr nos byrtelejtioning Bebbi Harris 512-455-

flower Center, will speak 2004, or by e-mail at cr234loop@yahoo.com.
Wednesday, Feb. 11 on wildflower legends and folk- Mi | am Countyés Little River
lore at a Master Gardener and Master Naturalist ad-  Association and El Camino Real Master Naturalist
vanced training workshop. Chapter are workshop sponsors.

The workshop will be from 9 a.m. to noon at Rock-


mailto:guadalupecounty@npsot.org
http://www.somervellmastergardeners.org
mailto:Volunteers@TexasDiscoveryGardens.org
mailto:Volunteers@TexasDiscoveryGardens.org
mailto:cr234loop@yahoo.com
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County Upcoming Events Continued

February 1660 Harris County Mas- that survive well in our local area and Master Garden-
ter Gardeners ers will be available to answer your questions.

Open Garden Day When: Monday, February 16, 9:00a-10:30a

The Harris County Master Gardeners Where: Genoa Friendship Garden,

would like to invite the public to visit 1202 Genoa Red Bluff, Houston, Tx.

and tour their demonstration garden. For more information visit our website at: http://

You will enjoy seeing plant varieties  hcmgap2.tamu.edu

February 17, 2009 ARANSAS/SAN PATRICIO MASTER GARDENERS
A Hummer HaBlants frtAtiracting Hummingbirds - Brown Bag i Rock-
port, TX
On Tuesday, February 17, 2009, the program, Hummer Habitat i Plants for At-
, tracting Hummingbirds, will be presented by Master Gardener, Ernie Edmund-
‘ son. Spring will soon arrive. Now is a great time to learn about the habitat food
plants that these special birds enjoy and plan for adding some of them to your
garden this year. The program will be presented Noon i 1:00 P.M. at the Aransas County Library, 701 E. Mi-
mosa, Rockport, Texas. Bring your food and enjoy this free Brown Bag hosted by the Aransas/San Patricio
Master Gardeners and generous community sponsors. For more information call Texas AgriLife Extension
Service i Aransas County Office at 361 790-0103.

February188 Li t t 1 e Ri ver Bas i ndeMawith&mowldslgeroforases avitl lie slemonstrating
Associationd Rose Pruning Workshop pruning. Master Gardeners will be working in all areas
CAMERONG® Everything definitely is coming up roses of the garden. Conducting the Rose Day will be Texas
Wednesday, Feb. 18 in the Triangle Demonstration Master Gardeners with the Texas AgriLife Extension

Garden on East 21st Street in Cameron. Service Connie Anderle, demonstration garden chair-
Little River Basin Master Gardeners are inviting the man, and Rose Garden chairs Shirley Kelm and
public to a rose pruning workshop from 1 p.m. to 3 James Anderle, all of Cameron.

p.m. in the garden. The public is invited to come and  For additional information call Jeanne at 979-219-
learn about roses. Several Milam County Master Gar- 6973.

Brazos 9County February 19,2009 6 Earth Kind choices of perennials, roses, vines, butterfly attrac-

% . Top Ten Plant Picks Panel by Bra- tors, trees and Texas Superstars.

?“, dﬁ zos County Master Gardeners

&ﬁ Bryan Public Library, 201 E. 26th St For additional information: www.brazosmg.com or
: ,* Learn what plants thrive and sur- ~ email: brazosmg@ag.tamu.edu

L vive in the Brazos Valley from some Call: 823-0129 8 Brazos County Extension office.

of the pros. A panel of Master Gar-

deners will share their ATop Teno

Master Gardener
Association

February 21, 20098 Grimes County Master Gar- Ann Wheel er fAHerbs for Probl
deners SPRING LANDSCAPING & PLANTING (%40 per person i lunch included) Add: $18 for tee

SEMINAR LEAP INTO SPRING GARDENING shirt Check or money order payable to : Grimes

The Navasota Center, 101 Stadium Dr.,Navasota, TX County Master Gardeners. Mail check completed reg-

Hei di Sheesl ey 0iFabould&ars idirationdosm andfee toYcemes County Agri-Life Ex-
deningbo tension, 208 St. Judson, Navasota, TX 77868 For in-
Karen Breneman fAGar deni n gformatian ball: B3s-873-218100r 936-894-3155
Suzanne Ch ap miheBadkisoheroliThes Hope to see some of you there!

Gardeno
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County Upcoming Events Continued

February 21, 20090 Travis
County Master Gardeners Asso-
ciation Everythi
Roses
February 21, 2009 10am-Noon
Sunset Valley City Hall, 3205 Jones
Rd. Sunset Valley, TX 78745
Roses aren't just for Valentine's
Day - they can bring color and
sweet smells to your garden year
round! Come attend this free semi-

testing and evaluation by a team of horticul-
tural experts and found to possess a high
lepel of landscape performance and out-
standing disease and insect toler-

=
i{?’.« ance/resistance. We will include illustrations

/4 of a number of EARTHKIND Roses plus infor-
mation on site selection, soil amendments,
and bed preparations. And just as important
as selection is care for your roses. Pruning
rose bushes is intimidating to many garden-
ers, but actually very good for the plants. Be-

nar presented by the Travis County Master Gardeners coming an accomplished rose pruner takes time and

Association on selecting and planting roses in your
garden. We will be discussing EARTHKIND Roses, a
designation indicating high performance and out-
standing disease and insect tolerance, as well as the
basics of pruning and rose care. EARTHKIND is an
important designation given to select roses by the
Texas A&M University Agriculture program. EARTH-
KIND Roses have been through rigorous statewide

February 26, 2009

Travis County Master Gar-
deners - Getting Ready
for Spring Gardening

February 26, 2009, 6:30-
8:30pm

Yarborough Branch, Austin Public Library

2200 Hancock Dr., Austin TX 78756

The 2009 Gardening Series continues with discussion
of how to start your garden and lawn off strong in
spring . Learn how a little planning now results in

February 28, 2009

Harris County Master Gardeners
Master Gardener Plant Sale
"Save the date" February 28, for the
upcoming Master Gardener plant
sale. The sale will feature fruit trees,
tomato and pepper plants, speakers
and much more!

practice. Learn about properly pruning plus the basics
of rose care. This FREE seminar is sponsored by the
Travis County Master Gardeners Association in part-
nership with the AgriLife Extension, Travis County.
For more information call (512)854-9600 and ask for
the Master Gardeners desk or visit
http://www.tcmastergardeners.org No reservations
necessary, just come!

healthier and more beautiful gardens all year, what
makes plants thrive, and pruning and fertilization tech-
nigues to get perennials, trees and shrubs off to a
strong start. We'll also cover lawn care, including the
how and when of fertilization. Do your plants a favor
and dondét mi s®fftedpringgardeniega t
This seminar is free and does not require reserva-
tions. This seminar is presented by the Travis County
Master Gardeners Association, a volunteer arm of the
Texas A&M and Travis County AgriLife Extension
Service. For more details, see http://
www.tcmastergardeners.org.

More information to follow.

Where: Landolt Pavilion at Clear Lake Park,
5001 NASA Road 1

For more information visit our website at: http://
hcmgap2.tamu.edu

K i
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News from Around the State

Wedre Looking For You!

Master Gardeners in Hood and Somervell County eagerly await the State meeting

in Marshall where they will bid on the 2011 Texas Master Gardeners State Confer-

ence. For months now, volunteers have worked to organize an event that will feature

great speakers, fantastic tours, educational workshops and fun for all. The venue,

which will be the Expo Center in Glen Rose, offers genuine Old West flair unlike any

previous conference site. Nearby Granbury provides the charm of a lakeside town

complete with a historic town square, shopping, dining and humerous amenities that

make your trip worthy of a few extra daysb®d
appreciated! Visit the conference website at http://2011conference.org.

Submitted by Phyllis Webster, LGMG.

Elizabeth Crockett looks  contact conference Co-chairs Doug Richards and Donna Hagar at 2011confer-

for Master Gardeners fromence@qmail.com.
her marble p®TCH T Te€

smallest state park in Hood
County.

xaso

Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener Class of 2008 Graduation i Dec 8,
2008

Left to right, back row: Judge Burt Mills, Presenter, Graduates: John Jenkins,
Patrice Gorski, Jim Elder, Mary Ann Davis, Susanne Scott, Gail Bergen, Col-
leen Foreman, Susan Thompson, Carol Spangler, Darla Cassel, AgriLife Ex-
tension Agent - Amy Freeman. Front row, left to right: Loretta Brandt, Anita
Garrett-Roe, Sally Gale, Christine Grohman, Mike McClure, Sally Moore,
Robert Moore. Graduates not pictured are Ray Ahlers, Ann Schick, Brenda
Hutchins, and Robert Field.

Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners Welcome Newly Certified Master
Gardeners from the Class of 2008 i Dec 8, 2008

Left to right - Back Row: Judge Burt Mills, Presenter, New Master Gardeners:
Susanne Scott, Colleen Foreman, AgriLife Extension Agent - Amy Freeman.
Front Row: Loretta Brandt, Anita Garrett-Roe, Mike McClure, Sally Moore,
Robert Moore.

Lake Granbury Master Gardeners ready the site
and prepare to spread expanded shale in their
planned fruit tree orchard. Shown are LGMG Arnold
Blaylock, Pam Keene and Jerry and Kathy Lowe.
Submitted by Nancy Hancock
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News from Around the State Continued

Bexar County Master Gardeners trees, shrubs and
February is Rodeo Time in San Antonio. Beginning ~ [10Wering specimens
February 5, 2009 and ending on February 22, one lltlhap;roprlate dareas.
can visit the rodeo and livestock exposition grounds in e O|09 gardens
San Antonio and Ibp(c:)oigerﬁn
articipate in activi- -
P P through the exhibit

ties ranging from
viewing prize win- h |
ning livestock and those volunteers

numerous life style who work on con- :
exhibitions to trying struction and landscaping, other volunteers prepare

all the thrilling rides lunch and snacks for the construction crew.

area. In addition to

in the carnival area  Youth displays geared toward elementary school chil-

During the last two weeks of January ~ as well as attending dren who visit the building each day of the rodeo are

we actually turned this empty hangar ~ 0ne of the prize win- an important part of the exhibits. Last year over 300
intoé. . ning rodeo perform- students toured the exhibits. Display areas include

ances. AEndangered/ Threatened Plant

BCMG6s participation in t hc(% aeg\ﬁérptom sGae(fjteenné-a\P(ﬁ egﬁcf”
has been ongoing for many years. Activities begin in inspired

mid January when construction crews begin to turn a an d C? mp ost Sandwicho and
large metal exhibit building shared with Texas Agrilife Chi nao.

and Texas Department of Agriculture into the beautiful Adult exhibits include composting, rain water harvest-
Texas Experience Building. Volunteer MG construc-  ing and square foot gardening. MGs are available to

tion crews build gardens and exhibit areas including  answer questions and provide horticultural informa-
electrical work and lighting for all the MG exhibits. tion. During the 2008 exposition over 120,000 visitors
BCMGs were as-  toured the Texas Experience Building.

sisted by our
neighboring Master
Gardeners in Gua-
dalupe County dur-
ing the last two
years. Upon com-
pletion of the ex-
hibit areas, land-

: scapers take over
A wonderland of plants, exhibits and arranging plants

o0 <
™ O

A unigue feature available at the rodeo is sale of the
AfRodeo Tomat oo0. Each year a
veloped to debut at the rodeo. This year the tomato is

Sweet Cherry Tomato. In addition to the tomato

plant, other plants will be sold by the MGs during the
exhibition. We look forward to seeing our friends dur-

ing February.

hild ~ q Photos included with the article are courtesy of Lou
chi renocs gar denjgguding small Kellogg.

Somervell County Master Gardenersd Glen Rose

Somervell County Master Gardeners officially grew by
four members on Thursday, January 22, 2009 at the
Somervell County Leadership Advisory Board Annual
Dinner at Glen Lakes Camp in Glen Rose.

Donna Hagar, President of SCMGA, presented 5 cer-
tificates to individuals who completed the 50 hours of
extensive horticultural training and 50 hours of addi- Pictured receiving certification were Carolyn Norman,
tional volunteer community service in 2008. They are Merilyn Cranford, Donna Hagar, SCMGA President,

a welcome addition to our growing organization. Joan Orr accepting posthumously for Clara Merrill and
Submitted by Sandi Stringer JoAnn Davidson. Not pictured Becky Altobelli.




